St. Louis Society for the Blind and Visually Impaired (SLSBVI)
2024 Full Impact Report - PLAIN TEXT VERSION


PAGE 1: COVER PAGE

SLSBVI LOGO
Title: Impact Report 2024 - Turning Challenges into Opportunities and Achievements
Subtitle: Enhancing Independence, Empowering Individuals, Enriching Lives

PHOTO: Seven clients pose with three docents in front of the large, marble eyeball sculpture at Laumeier Sculpture Park.
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PAGE 2: (Message from the President and the Board Chair)
Title: With Gratitude
St. Louis Society for the Blind and Visually Impaired fulfills its vibrant mission each day through programs and services that empower individuals with vision loss to continue participating in the activities that are most important to them and achieve their goals to live safely, confidently and independently.

· We help through our low vision clinic that provides functional vison assessments and optical aids so that clients can maximize and best utilize their remaining sight.

· We provide transportation services for medical appointments and many other daily living needs and activities. 

· We build knowledge and abilities in the use of new technologies so that our clients can navigate accessibility features on their computers, smartphones, tablets and other devices.

· We strengthen our clients’ resilience through peer and support groups, recreational activities, and many other opportunities to stay connected to each other and the community.

The Society achieved significant milestones in 2024, including serving more than 1,340 clients ,extending the geographic reach of our services in the metro area, and providing 2,428 rides through our transportation services. We completed renovation and expansion of our Drew’s Low Vision Clinic, Sight Solutions Shop, and occupational therapy facilities. The year was also one of transition in the Society’s leadership, as Laura Park-Leach retired as President and C.E.O. Laura implemented many initiatives during her tenure that have strengthened the Society’s programs and services for many years to come. 

The Society is a beacon of help and hope every step of the way for individuals in our community who are experiencing the life-changing impact of vision loss. We deeply value our clients’ confidence and trust in our services, honor the outstanding work of our staff and volunteers, recognize the exceptional and caring leadership of our Board of Directors, and extend our infinite gratitude for the generous support of our donors and community.

(signed) 
Sharon Mertzlufft, President and C.E.O.
Elizabeth Kauffman, Board Chair

TWO PHOTOS: 1-Headshot of Sharon Mertzlufft
2-Headshot of Elizabeth Kauffman
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PAGE 3: (mission and services)
OUR MISSION
The Society enhances independence, empowers individuals, and enriches the lives of people who are visually impaired or blind.

OUR SERVICES
Assistive Technology, Low Vision Aids, Low Vision Exams,
Occupational Therapy, Orientation and Mobility, Community Resources and Referrals, Counseling, Support and Peer Groups, Transportation

PHOTO: Occupational Therapist, Mariko Lighthart shows a client one of the magnification lamps sold in the Sight Solutions Shop. The caption under the photo reads: The power of magnification and occupational therapy.

END OF PAGE 3

PAGE 4 (impact percentages)

Title: IMPACT IN OUR CLIENTS’ LIVES
The Society’s specialized programs result in positive outcomes. Our clients’ successes are measured in the realization of meeting their personal goals.
Number of Clients Served (20% Increase) - 1,343
Low Vision Clinic - 99%
Community Services and Referrals - 97%
Assistive Technology - 96%
Occupational Therapy - 96%
Orientation and Mobility - 81%

PHOTO: Transportation Specialists Debbie and Rose posing in and outside our white van. Caption: Transportation Specialists Debbie Chase (standing) and Rose Lawhorn. 2024: 2,428 trips

PHOTO: Close up of a lighted, stand magnifier in the hand of a client. Caption: A client uses a magnifier in the Drews Low Vision Clinic.
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PAGE 5: (financials)

Title: FINANCIAL HIGHLIGHTS
Year Ended December 31, 2024
Revenues and Other Support
PHOTO: A three D circle pie chart containing four sections includes the following highlights in:
1-Grants, Donations, Bequests and Other Fundraising $1,168,719 (25%)
2-Investment Income $858,548 (18%)
3-Programs and Services $458,598 (10%)
4-Other* -$2,228,904 (47%)
Total: $256,961
*Includes miscellaneous income and the recognized loss for accounting purposes of $2.229M on land gifted to Society as a bequest receivable in 2007.

(a black line separates the top financial information from the bottom half of the page)

Operating Expenses
PHOTO: A three D circle pie chart containing three sections includes the following highlights:
Programs $1,377,944 (68%)
Management and General $392,459 (19%)
Fundraising $262,089 (13%)
Total: $2,032,492
Net Assets: $18,158,440
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PAGE 6: (Client highlight story)
Title: ENHANCING COMMUNICATION

Diane Wilkins was referred to the Society in 2021. She has benefited from every service Society offers: low vision exams, assistive technology, occupational therapy, orientation and mobility, counseling and support groups, and transportation. In her own words...

“I had a lot of anxiety because I wasn’t sure what life would be like losing my sight. I found out I could still enjoy life with people who understood what I was going through. I could still go to the theatre and use audio description devices that could describe to me what was happening on stage that I couldn’t see. The Society has impacted me in a positive way, and I’ve learned I can still enjoy life and be independent.”

TWO PHOTOS: 1-Diane stands in the breeze way of the Muny. She is holding her white cane and has a big smile on her face.
2-Diane is standing in the lobby of the Society. She is holding an iPad that she received through a United Way technology grant. She holds it proudly after just having had training.
Caption: Assistive Technology training success story
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PAGE 7: (client highlight story)
Title: EMPOWERING INDIVIDUALS

David Nausley was referred to the Society in 2022 and found comfort and camaraderie in the support group. In his own words...

“I was always self-sufficient. Since I’ve been diagnosed with this condition, I’ve received wonderful support from family and friends. I don’t know what
I would do without them. The Society has many good people, good programs and activities. I’ve met some really great people there.”

PHOTO: David Nausley stands in the breezeway of the Muny. He has a white beard and mustache and is wearing a light blue shirt. He smiles casually for the camera.

Ken Tabb has been a client of Society since 2018. He also serves on our Board of Directors, and he and his wife, Maria, both serve on the Minority Advisory Board. Maria has been by his side for many years and has witnessed his success through Society services. In Maria’s own words...

“Honestly, the thought of where we might be without St. Louis Society for the Blind and Visually Impaired is daunting. It’s not just about vision loss, it’s about community and support and the challenges that can turn into amazing opportunities.” Maria Tabb, wife of client, Ken Tabb

PHOTO: A selfie of Maria and Ken. She is wearing an orange sweater, and he is wearing a white t-shirt. Their heads are close together as they smile. 
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PAGE 8: (client highlight story)
Title: ENRICHING THE PATH TO INDEPENDENCE

Viswa Balaji found out about St. Louis Society for the Blind and Visually Impaired from his ophthalmologist in 2018. He has become a staunch supporter for the Society and attends many Peer Group activities. He also serves on the Society’s Minority Advisory Board. In his own words...
“Vision loss set limits on how I could move around in the community and how I could use technology. St. Louis Society for the Blind and Visually Impaired removed those limitations. I don’t sit at home. Because of the Society, I get around safely and independently. Through their Assistive Technology training, I can now create spreadsheets on my computer.”

TWO PHOTOS: 1-Viswa holds his white cane as he stands in the Muny breezeway. The background is blurred out. He is wearing a blue cap and blue shirt and smiles proudly.
2-Viswa having assistive technology training in the AT lab. John Boyd, AT Specialist, sits next to Viswa at a computer table. 
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PAGE 9: (clinic renovation)
Title: EXPANDING SOCIETY’S CAPACITY TO SERVE THE COMMUNITY

The Drews Low Vision Clinic at St. Louis Society for the Blind and Visually Impaired provides functional vision assessments and optical aids to help clients maximize and best utilize their remaining sight. The clinic is staffed by Doctors of Optometry and occupational therapists who specialize in low vision services. With the need for vison rehabilitation services continuing to increase as the population ages, the Society developed plans and secured funding to expand the Drews Low Vision Clinic. The renovation and expansion included many improvements to the site:

· To reduce waiting times for clinic appointments with our eye doctors and occupational therapy staff, a second functional vision assessment room and new exam and diagnostic equipment were added.

· Three small storage rooms were converted into one large training center where clients can learn how to use a range of video magnification equipment to assist them with reading, other daily tasks, hobbies or interests and select the equipment that best meets their needs.

· A room dedicated to lighting options was installed so clients can check out the types of lamps and lighting that will work best for them at home or in the workplace.

· Our Sight Solutions Shop was expanded an additional five feet, and another entrance was added off the lobby. The shop is bright, open and full of items to aid the blind and visually impaired. Products offered in our Sight Solutions Shop are also available online at https://slsbvi.org/sight-solutions-shop/

These much-needed enhancements to the Drews Low Vision Clinic allow the Society to better serve our clients today and for many years to come.

TITLE: DREWS LOW VISION CLINIC
TWO PHOTOS: 1-wide shot of the clinic’s open area before construction.
2-Wide shot of the clinic's open area after construction. The gold letters spelling out Drews Low Vision Clinic was moved to the blue wall.
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PAGE 10: (photo page of renovation)

NEW EXAM LANE (EXTERIOR)
THREE PHOTOS: 1-“Before” photo of unused area by the OT rooms
2-“In Process” photo of the wall being built
3-“After” photo of the completed wall of the new exam lane

NEW EXAM LANE (INTERIOR)
TWO PHOTOS: 1-“Before” photo of room starting construction
2-“After” photo of completed instruction with new optometry equipment

CCTV TRAINING CENTER
THREE PHOTOS: 1-“Before” photo of two storage rooms about to me demolished
2-“In Process” photo of enlarged area with construction in process
3-“After” photo of completed center with CCTVs lined up

(END OF PAGE 10)

PAGE 11: (Sight Solution Shop construction)

SIGHT SOLUTIONS SHOP (EXTERIOR)
TWO PHOTOS: 1-exterior corner showing installation of metal studs
2-Exterior corner showing completion

SIGHT SOLUTIONS SHOP (INTERIOR)
FIVE PHOTOS: 1-“Before” photo showing inside right side of shop before construction
2-"In Process” photo showing shop’s additional 5 feet. An arrow is drawn to show the original end of the shop. The new doors are circled to show beginning construction.
3-“After” photo shows completed right side interior with additional space
4-“Before” photo showing inside left side of shop before construction
5-“After” photo shows completed left side interior of shop after construction

(END OF PAGE 11)

PAGE 12: (transportation program)
Title: HELPING OUR CLIENTS GET WHERE THEY NEED TO GO

Access to safe and reliable transportation profoundly impacts the wellbeing of people who are blind or visually impaired. The Society’s transportation services address this important need and foster a more inclusive and empowered community for individuals with vision loss.

Our transportation specialists provide rides for our clients Monday through Friday between the hours of 8:30 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. to assist with needs such as:
· Medical appointments and other healthcare needs
· Participation in the Society’s programs and events
· Grocery shopping
· Financial appointments
· Social engagements with family and friends

Recognizing that clients also have transportation needs in the evenings and on weekends, the Society has expanded options to include reimbursement to clients for rides arranged through taxicabs or ride-share providers. This enhancement to our services was made possible and continues through the generosity of private donations.

Our Transportation Specialists
TWO PHOTOS ON LEFT OF PAGE
1-Headshot of Rose Lawhorn
2-Headshot of Debbie Chase

TWO CENTER PAGE PHOTOS:
1-Rose Lawhorn and client, Annette Nowakowski with her guide dog stand by a Society vehicle. They are smiling at the camera. 
2-Rose Lawhorn assists client Bill Preiss as he steps out of the van.

GRAPHIC ON RIGHT SIDE OF PAGE SHOWING 2024 DATA:
White text inside a blue box background that reads: 
2024 – TRIPS: 2,428 CABS/RIDESHARES: 400+
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PAGE 13: (outreach)

Title: COMMUNITY OUTREACH EVENTS
The Society reaches every area of our region to share information about our services. This is done through tabling events at health fairs, community presentations at senior living facilities, and visits to medical practices.

Our numbers for 2024: Community Presentations/Health Fairs – 52 
Zip Codes – 34
Total Reach – 679

FIVE PHOTOS: 1-Seven older adults seated in a large room. Caption: Presentation at Crowne Center Senior Living
2-A woman walking with a guide dog inside a large space. Caption: SLSBVI staff member, Judy Redlich demonstrates walking with her Guide Dog at a senior living facility.
3-Two women standing at the front of a room. One is standing behind a podium. Caption: Staff members, Megan Connelly and Judy Redlich sharing with the Kiwanis Club.
4-Two women seated behind a long table with several low vision items displayed on it. Caption: Debbie Chase and Laura Park-Leach at tabling Event at the Missouri History Museum.
5-A woman seated in a chair in a church auditorium. Caption: Dr. Jennifer Lauer representing SLSBVI at the celebration anniversary of the Americans with Disability Act (ADA). 
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PAGE 14: (client activities)

Title: CLIENT ENRICHMENT EVENTS
Events such as the Society’s Client Picnic in the spring and Holiday Party each winter are among the ways in which our team helps build connections among our clients. The Society also provides many opportunities for clients to enjoy a variety of sports, cultural and artistic experiences. A few are highlighted here:

April 8: Solar Eclipse
Society hosted an eclipse viewing event for our clients. Most of us can depend on our eyes and those special glasses to view such a once in a lifetime event, but for those who are visually impaired or blind, they only hear the excitement of others around them.

What if our clients could hear the eclipse? Thanks to the LightSound Project and the Center for Astrophysics at Harvard University, such a thing was able to happen. The LightSound device was designed and developed in 2017as a tool for the Blind and Low Vision community to experience a solar eclipse with sound. The device uses a technique called sonification which is the process of converting data (or light intensity) to sound. As the Moon eclipses the Sun during a Solar Eclipse, the sunlight begins to dim and the LightSound device will output a change in musical tone. Society clients were thrilled at having this opportunity to “hear” the eclipse.

FOUR PHOTOS: 1-a large group of people seated in folding chairs out on the Society parking lot on the east side of the building. Caption: Approximately 45 clients attended a special luncheon and then headed outside for the Solar Eclipse.
2-A man and a woman seated together holding hands. Caption: Mike Hamm and Anna Schell
3-Three women seated together in folding chairs outside. Caption: Amber Richardson, Diane Wilkins and Jenetra Perry. 
4-a rectangular light blue box lying on a small table outdoors. Caption: The LightSound Box. 
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PAGE 15: (client events continued)

Title: CLIENT ENRICHMENT EVENTS (CONTINUED)
May 31: Client Picnic
THREE PHOTOS: 1-Several people inside the dining room of the Brentwood Park Pavillion. Caption: Enjoying the picnic indoors...
2-a large round table outdoors with a red and white checkered picnic cloth over it. Six clients are seated around the table. Caption: …and out in the sunshine.
3-A woman outdoors throwing a Bocce ball. Caption: Playing Beep Bocce Ball

October 9: Frank Lloyd Wright House Tour (Event made possible by the
St. Louis Regional Arts Commission)
THREE PHOTOS: 1-two women with the hands on the fireplace feeling the brick design
2-wide shot of several clients listening to a docent on the tour. The far wide shot shows the unique angles of the ceiling and room. 
3-two women touch a couch noting the style of the fabric
Caption for all three photos: Clients enjoy a tactile tour of Wright’s artistry.

October 23: Laumeier Sculpture Park Tour (Event made possible by the
St. Louis Regional Arts Commission)
THREE PHOTOS: 1-Client, Joshua Jones holding his white cane, places his hand on a mini-replica of a bullet-shaped sculpture.
2-Close up of hands feeling the tactile maquette describing a sculpture.
3-Three clients place their hands on the huge, marble eyeball sculpture, feeling its texture.
Caption under all three photos: Laumeier Sculpture Park offers many tactile objects and Braille descriptions for the visually impaired.
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PAGE 16: (client events continued)

Title: CLIENT ENRICHMENT EVENTS (CONTINUED)
November 19: Swing Dance Lessons from Dance Pizazz Studio (Event made possible by the St. Louis Regional Arts Commission)
THREE PHOTOS: 1-nine people in Society’s large multipurpose room showing off their swing dance moves.
2-two women holding both set of hands with their arms stretched out are stepping into a dance motion.
3-The dance instructor gives instructions to Sheaila Washington and Karl Cook.
Caption under all three photos: Society clients getting their swing on!

December 6: Client Holiday Party
SIX PHOTOS: 1-wide shot of the multipurpose room at Society filled with decorative tables and many clients. Caption: A full house!
2-A woman wearing a green sweater holds up her handmade ornament.
3-Another woman wearing a red and white holiday sweater holds up her handmade ornament.
Caption under both photos: Clients shows off their handmade ornaments.
4-Four people stand behind a long table with serving trays on it. Caption: Staff and volunteers serve the food. 
5-A long table full of clients enjoying the food and wearing festive clothing. 
Caption: The festivities were enjoyed by all.
6-Two long tables full of clients with staff member Marie Walker wearing reindeer antlers at the front. Caption: Sing-a-long!

Text summary at the bottom of the page: Jingle, Mingle and Make was the theme. Clients enjoyed a bountiful lunch of turkey, ham and all the trimmings. Staff members served the food and led the clients in a holiday sing-a-long. Each person had the opportunity to make their own craft ornament to place on their holiday tree.

END OF PAGE 16

PAGE 17: (client activities)

Title: PEER GROUPS
Client-led peer groups extend opportunities for individuals participating in Society’s programs to convene at the Society’s offices or in the community to share common interests and advance their knowledge and skills. Mary Hale, leader of our Games Accessible for Blindness (GAB) peer group, recognizes the importance of community and fun for fellow clients. Hale, pictured below, attends many of the Society’s events.

Other peer groups have included BookWorm Book Club, VIP Social Group, Enriching Our Lives Together (Peer Support Group) and I Can Tech.

FOUR PHOTOS: 1-Mary Hale holding the Wike for Sight selfie frame. Caption: Mary Hale, GAB Peer Group Leader
2-a woman sits at a table smiling. A bingo card with red chips are in front of her. Caption: Donna Brown, avid Bingo player in GAB
3-a young man, Brett Wilhem, is seated at a table and speaks into a handheld microphone. Other people are visible in the background. Caption: I Can Tech Peer Group.
4-wide shot of six people gathered around long tables in the multipurpose room. Caption: Enriching Our Lives Together
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PAGE 18: (Wike event)

Title: WIKE FOR SIGHT
Welcoming the autumn months, St. Louis Society for the Blind and Visually Impaired hosted Wike for Sight on Friday, September 27, 2024. Planned as an evening outdoors in nearby Brentwood Park, event guests gathered at the Society’s offices after a deluge of rain forced the event to shift indoors. In the spirit of Society’s work to show individuals that they can realize independence and wellbeing despite vision loss; the agency persisted through the uncertainty of the weather to ensure that loyal supporters still convened and celebrated together!

Special recognition for the evening’s success goes to Mike Ward of Ward on Wine, sommelier and long-time friend of the Society. Ward generously created and provided the wine tasting experience, while guests also enjoyed charcuterie, desserts, vision loss awareness activities and more.

FOUR PHOTOS: 1-right angled view of bottles of wine on a long table. Caption: A row of eclectic, bottled wines.
2-a table filled with desserts and boxed food. Caption: Display of charcuterie boxes and Nothing Bundt Cakes.
3-a man stands behind a wine table, next to a young woman. He is pointing at one of the bottles of wine. Caption: Mike Ward, Sommelier Ward on Wine.
4-Six people are seated around a long table with a green tablecloth. They raise their wine glasses in a toast. More people are visible in the background. Caption: Joan Musbach and friends offer cheers to the Wike.
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PAGE 18: (2024 Gala)

Title: 2024 VISIONARY GALA: VISIONS IN BLACK AND WHITE
Nearly 250 people gathered for the 2024 Visionary Gala to benefit St. Louis Society for the Blind and Visually Impaired on April 6, 2024, at the Algonquin Golf Club. Chaired by Bing Dempewolf, and Maria and Ken Tabb, a new theme for this annual event was introduced: Visions in Black and White. The theme held a twofold meaning: it celebrated contrast as an important element of vision rehabilitation and also recognized the multitude of ways in which each of the Society’s clients experiences vision loss. Classic black and white décor enhanced the event, and many attendees chose to wear formal black and white attire.

PHOTO: Three people dressed in fancy cocktail attire, pose together for the camera. Caption: Bing Dempewolf, Ken Tabb and Maria Tabb
Gala Co-Chairs

The Visionary Gala evening included a cocktail reception, dinner, silent and live auctions, and a paddle raise. Guests also had the opportunity to have their portrait drawn by a caricature artist as a special memento of the evening.

The Society’s Board of Directors presented the organization’s Community Light Award and the James Butler Award during the gala evening program.

The Community Light Award honors an individual or group whose accomplishments have an immeasurable impact on the visually impaired and blind communities and was presented in 2024 to Premiere Eye Associates. Referrals from the practice's eye care providers have been crucial in connecting clients to the Society’s services and helping expand the organization’s geographic reach to Jefferson County and surrounding areas.

PHOTO: Three people standing in a formal setting. One is holding a crystal award. Text accompanying photo to the right: Community Light Award presented to Premiere Eye Associates.
Dr. Randall E. Nacke, Dr. Humeyra Karacal, Dr. Bradford Kesler
Caption: Drs. Karacal and Kesler accepting the award for Premiere Eye Associates with Society president and C.E.O., Laura Park-Leach.
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PAGE 20: (2024 Gala)

Title: 2024 VISIONARY GALA:VISIONS IN BLACK AND WHITE (CONTINUED)
The James Butler Award is named in honor of one of Society’s founders and is presented to an individual for long meritorious service to Society by active participation on the Board of Directors, significant referral of patients, and a variety of additional agency support. It was the Society’s honor to bestow the James Butler Award to Prof. Gillian Roper-Hall and her husband, the late Dr. Stephen Waltman. Prof. Roper-Hall is a member of the Saint Louis University School of Medicine Faculty. Dr. Waltman specialized in cornea transplant surgery and restored sight to thousands of patients. Later in his career, he found great joy in teaching ophthalmology physicians in medical residency at the St. Louis VA Medical Center.

“All charitable organizations accept donations, but not many translate those funds so directly into programs, equipment, and training for their recipients as St. Louis Society for the Blind and Visually Impaired,” said Prof. Roper-Hall in receiving the award and sharing what the Society has meant to them and to the patients in their care over the years.

PHOTO: Two women standing together in a formal setting. One is hold an award to give to the other. Caption: Laura Park-Leach, President and C.E.O. presented the James Butler Award to Prof. Gillian Roper-Hall and the late Dr. Stephan Waltman.

The live auction included a Taylor Swift signed guitar, exciting travel opportunities, plus an original work of art.

PHOTO: Three people standing together, smiling. All three are holding a large painting and smiling at the camera. Text to the right of the photo reads: Gala guests Merrica and Dr. Jonathan Schell became the proud owners of an original painting by artist Carolyn Lewis. The painting had started several weeks before and then the finishing touches were completed during the gala evening and graciously offered as a live auction item.
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PAGE 21: (2024 Gala)
Title: 2024 VISIONARY GALA:VISIONS IN BLACK AND WHITE (CONTINUED)
Remarks highlighting the work of the Society and its impact in the lives of our clients were delivered during the evening by the gala co-chairs, as well as by Laura Park-Leach, President and C.E.O., and Elizabeth Kauffman, Chair of the Board of Directors.

TWO PHOTOS: 1-a woman with short blond hair stands behind a podium and speaks to an audience in a formal setting. Caption: Laura Park-Leach, President and C.E.O.
2-A woman stands behind a podium in a formal setting, looking down at her notes as she speaks. Caption: Elizabeth Kauffman, Board Chair

Jill Farmer, well known to the St. Louis community through her work as a Certified Life Coach and Emmy Award winning journalist, kept the evening’s activities flowing smoothly as the gala emcee.

During her remarks, Ms. Park-Leach recognized the path of Society’s
long-time client, Donna Neal, who has enriched the lives of countless fellow clients through her leadership of the BookWorm Book Club peer group for twenty years. Neal’s leadership exemplifies how Society’s services provide not just the tools to succeed, yet also the confidence to lead.

TWO PHOTOS: 1-a woman speaks into a microphone at a podium. Caption: Jill Farmer served as the evening’s emcee.
2-a woman speaks into a microphone at a podium, while a woman next to her places her hand on her back. Caption: Laura Park-Leach presented special recognition to Donna Neal.

The 2024 Visionary Gala culminated in celebration of our clients’ success as they achieve independence despite vision loss, and the importance of our community’s generous support that paves the way for that success.
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PAGE 22: (2024 Gala)

Title: VISIONS IN BLACK AND WHITE (CONTINUED)
FOUR PHOTOS: 1-A man and woman pose for the camera with their arms around each other in a hug. Caption: Paul and Lori Tesser
2-A man and woman pose for a photo as they stand in front of a step and repeat background featuring the Society logo. Caption: Gerald and Estella Brooks
3- A man and woman pose for a photo as they stand in front of a step and repeat background featuring the Society logo. Caption: Drs. Nanci and James Bobrow
4-Two men dressed to the nines and seated at a formal dinner table smile for the camera as one holds up their bidding number. Caption: Joey Neal and David Morris  
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PAGE 23: (Laura’s retirement)

Title: SAYING GOODBYE...AND SAYING HELLO
TWO PHOTOS: 1-A woman standing in front a large blue wall with gold letters above her that say The Leslie and Robert Drews Low Vision Clinic. She has a big smile on her face. Caption: Laura Park-Leach
2-a woman poses in front of a blue wall. Caption: Sharon Mertzlufft

The year was one of transition in executive leadership as Laura Park-Leach retired and Sharon Mertzlufft joined us as the Society’s new President and C.E.O.

Since joining the Society in July of 2019, Laura led a number of initiatives that expanded the agency’s services and our reach in the community.

Under her guidance, Society expanded the Drews Low Vision Clinic, which now has two exam lanes, dedicated lighting and CCTV rooms, and a much larger Sight Solutions Shop. Society also established an Assistive
Technology Center for demonstrating and teaching computers, phones, wearable technology and more. During Laura’s tenure, Society extended services to Jefferson County, Missouri and Southwestern Illinois through the
utilization of Occupational Therapy Assistants.

For more than 40 years in numerous states, Laura dedicated herself to supporting individuals who are blind or visually impaired, first as an Orientation and Mobility Specialist and later in non-profit leadership roles.

“It’s the greatest honor of my life to have been given this level of responsibility with Society and the opportunity to guide an organization that has such a long history.”

Sharon Mertzlufft brings more than 30 years of experience in the non-profit sector to SLSBVI, most recently having served as vice president and executive director of development and community affairs for St. Luke’s Hospital in Chesterfield, Missouri, where her responsibilities included overseeing the health system’s philanthropy and volunteer programs, spiritual care services, community outreach initiatives, marketing and communications.

Prior to joining St. Luke’s, Sharon directed the $250 million private
fund-raising campaign that was led by the CityArchRiver 2015 Foundation as part of a $380 million public-private partnership to transform and enhance the Gateway Arch National Park.

Earlier in her career, she worked in leadership roles with the United Way of Greater St. Louis and the Missouri Botanical Garden.
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PAGE 24: (ways to give)

Title: BE A VISIONARY
Since 1911, St. Louis Society for the Blind and Visually Impaired has been providing comprehensive services to people living with vision loss.

As a nonprofit, 501(c)(3) tax-exempt organization, the Society depends upon the generosity and support of our community. Charitable gifts provide vital financial resources for the Society’s annual operating, equipment and technology needs in serving our clients and helping them to achieve their goals. Please consider a gift in support of our mission. We are grateful for your generosity and will honor your support through our donor recognition displays, publications and events throughout the year.

Title: LEAVE A LEGACY OF IMPACT
Some donors may choose to make a legacy gift that extends beyond their lifetimes to help the Society’s programs and services continue to grow and flourish for years to come. A legacy gift is a powerful and enduring way to impact the lives of people with vision loss.

Please consider supporting the St. Louis Society for the Blind and Visually Impaired through a legacy gift. Named in honor of our foundational legacy donors who served and supported the Society for 50 years, The Marli and Rey Eilers Guild recognizes individuals who have included our organization in their will/estate plan with a gift of $5,000 or more. Eilers Guild members are honored for their generosity in the Society’s publications and donor recognition displays.

For more information regarding the Society’s charitable giving opportunities, or to inform the agency of your intention to leave a legacy gift, please contact our Office of Development at (314) 301-7305 or email development@slsbvi.org.
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PAGES 25-31: (donor listing various levels)

Title: DONOR RECOGNITION
Thank you for helping to assure a community in which people with vision loss have the services they need to live independently. Every gift matters to the St. Louis Society for the Blind and Visually Impaired and most importantly to our clients. We are honored to thank and recognize donors to the Society
(January - December 2024).

Helen Keller Society Champion ($25,000 and above)
Margaret Butler Trust
Deaconess Foundation - Community Health
Commission of Missouri
Carolyn R. Duncan Interim Trust
Estate of Mr. Rey Eilers
Lighthouse for the Blind
Jefferson Foundation
Marillac Mission Fund
Gillian Roper-Hall

Helen Keller Society Benefactor ($15,000 - $24,999)
American Direct Marketing Resources, LLC
Charless Foundation
East Missouri Foundation
Juanita Hinshaw
Dr. Kenneth Mares
Mr. David F. Morris and Mr. Joey Neal
In Honor of Jeanne and John Sauer

Helen Keller Society Beacon ($5,000 - $14,999)
Mrs. Carolyn Belden
Gertrude and William A. Bernoudy Foundation
Drs. Nanci and James Bobrow
Employees Community Fund of
Boeing St. Louis
Ms. Susan Mary Chuckray
Dr. Joseph A. Clever
Ms. Alice E. Conway
Ms. Vicki Dillon
Dr. John Galanis
Mr. and Mrs. Charles Gallagher
Mr. and Mrs. Russell Hornsby
Kuchipudi Art Academy
Winnefred Lesandrini Trust
Lutheran Foundation of St. Louis
Mariner Foundation Fund; Mariner
Wealth Advisors - St. Louis LLC
Mr. and Mrs. Michael McKinnis
Mrs. Joan Musbach
Dr. Susan Pittman
Regional Arts Commission of St. Louis
Katherine Rutter Charitable Foundation
Dr. and Mrs. Bradley Smith
Dr. and Mrs. Paul M. Tesser
The Retina Institute
Cornelia L. Vogel Trust
Mrs. Elizabeth Wilmsen

Visionary Circle ($1,000 - $4,999)
Ms. Geraldine E. Beetz
Dr. and Mrs. Barton Blackorby
Dr. and Mrs. Kevin J. Blinder
Boeing Company Gift Match / Boeing
Political Action Committee Program
Dr. Kate Boland and Mr. Jim Boland
Ms. Judith Bradford
Sonia and Sean Breit
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Brinker
Barbara and George Clements
Dr. and Mrs. Michael Donahoe
The Daniel and Henry Co.
Dr. and Mrs. Craig Eck
Eye Services Network L.C.
Genentech
Michelle Gerhard Glass
Dr. and Mrs. David Glaser
Dr. and Mrs. John P. Goltschman
Ms. Jean Gray
Mrs. Brenda Jappa
Drs. S. Cem and Humeyra Karacal

Visionary Circle (continued)
Ms. Elizabeth Kauffman
Mrs. Karen Kauffman
Drs. Sweta and Pavan Kavali
Mr. and Mrs. Corey Kilkelly
Mr. Patrick Kleaver
Mr. and Mrs. Mark R. Leach
Lions Club of Kirkwood, MO
Mrs. Carolyn W. Losos
Amelia and Marco Matranga Trust
Mr. and Mrs. Robert H. Mertzlufft, Jr.
Dr. and Mrs. David R. Meyer
Mr. Gonuguntla Naidu
Craig Marsh and Jon Picarella
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph H. Raybuck
Mrs. Jean M. Raybuck
The Reinsurance Group of America
Frank A. and Alpha H. Ruf Endowment Fund
Bryan Duney and Jack Sago
Dr. Jonathan and Mrs. Merrica Schell
Mrs. Patricia Schmitt
St. Louis Community Credit Union
Dr. Erin Cleary Sullivan and Mr. Kevin Sullivan
Mr. and Mrs. Vyas Suresh Simon and Mary Tonkin
United Workers For The Blind
Ms. Carmen Weber
Kim and Scott Drost

Insight Club ($300 - $999.99)
Mr. and Mrs. Richard Basler
Dr. and Mrs. Jeremy Beatty
Mr. and Mrs. Charles Beck
Ms. Pamela Breitberg
Dr. David W. Brigham
Ms. Sharon A. Campbell
Mrs. Marie Casey
Ms. Emily Cole
Concord Village Lions Club
Megan and Patrick Connelly
Dr. W. Joseph Connolly
Mr. Timothy M. Crnko
Mrs. Betsy Dow
Dr. and Mrs. Fred Durer
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Enger
Enterprise Bank and Trust
Ms. Martha J. Fenger
Dr. Nillima Ghosh
Mr. and Mrs. Darin Gilley
Mr. and Mrs. Vladimir Golynskiy
Mrs. Maria Gonzalez-Mayda
Mr. Richard Greenlaw
Mr. Mark Heffernan
Muriah and Avinash Honasoge
Dr. Andrew Huang
Ms. Jess Hundal
Jewish Federation of St. Louis
Joan and Victor Klutho
Lions Eye Foundation of District 26-M2 
Mr. and Mrs. Stuart Manewith
Kelly Martin and Rent One, Great Expectations Fund
Mr. Robert Mayer
Ms. Audrey McFadden
Mr. and Mrs. William Meldrum
John and Jeanmarie Mertens
Midwest Elevator Company, Inc.
Mr. James Moroney
Mr. and Mrs. Harvey Morris, Jr.
Dr. Randall Nacke
Mr. Preetam Pagar
Mr. and Mrs. Ron Parker
Mr. A. Gordon Phillips
The Guy and Kim Phillips Charitable Fund
Premiere Eye Associates
Mr. Sidney B. Priesmeyer, III
Resler-Kerber Optometry, Inc.
Ms. Kumari Santosh
Ms. Eileen Schmelzel
Mr. and Mrs. Eric Seiler
Service Club for the Blind
Mr. and Mrs. Mark Shapiro
Mr. Peter C. Sharamitaro, Jr.
Mrs. Mary Strauss
Mr. Chuck Toedtman
Janet and Charles Wallis
Mr. and Mrs. Eric Warnhoff
Ms. Kim Wazlawek
The Honorable Ernest Richard Webber
Mr. Dale Weber
Webster Groves Lions Club
Kevin and Andrea White
Dr. and Mrs. Richard Wieder

Friend (Up to $299.99)
AT&T
Mr. Bill Acord
Mr. James E. Adams
Ms. Maria Eugenia Gonzalez Aguilar
Mr. Shafique Ahmad
Mr. Evan Anderson
Ms. Aamna Anwer
Ms. Anna Arft
Mr. and Mrs. Nicholas Argint, Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. Martin Babor
Dr. Aditi Bagade
Mr. Viswa Balaji
Ms. Gina Balunas
Peggy Barco
Mr. Joseph Barge
Mr. Kevin Bauer
Mr. and Mrs. Ray Bauer
Mr. John P. Bayless
Mr. Rick Beck
Mr. and Mrs. Richard Becker
Ms. Sharon L. Becker
Ms. Nancy Beckey
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Beger
Mr. and Mrs. Gunter H. Belitz
Mr. Robert Belko
Ms. Alice Belko
Ms. Mary E. Bell
Mr. Robert Belline
Mr. James Berg
Dr. Paul Michael Bernier
Ms. Carol Bigham
Ms. Patricia Birdnow
Ms. Virginia Bischof
Mrs. Barbara Black
Dr. Emily Blegen
Ms. Cecelia S. Bolar
Mr. and Mrs. Keith Boone
Ms. Terry Bordeleau
Mr. Richard Bose
Mr. Joseph I. Boyer
Ms. Linda Boyland
Mr. and Mrs. Levent Bozkurt
Ms. Janet Bradshaw
Ms. Kathleen Brady
Mr. Harold Brandon
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Braun
Ms. Rita Lee Bresler
Mr. and Mrs. Henry Brewer
Mrs. Lindsey Brillo
Mr. and Mrs. Gerald Brooks
Ms. Polly Brown
Mr. and Mrs. Harold Brown
Mr. and Mrs. Larry Brown
Miss Alice J. Brown
Dr. Jane E. Brownstone
Ms. Sandra Brunsmann-Hughes
Mr. and Mrs. John Buerman
Dr. and Mrs. Dean B. Burgess
Ms. Josephine Byrne
Mr. Brad Calkins
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Callero
Ms. Luanne Calza
Ms. Hannah Campbell
Mr. and Mrs. William R. Campbell
Ruth Ann Carr
Mr. Prem Chander
Ms. Judith Chervitz
Ms. Doris Chouner
Mr. James Christian, Jennings Do-Dads Association
Mr. Charles Clark
Ms. Gloria Clayter
Ms. Patricia Close
Ms. Ann Cole
Ms. Catherine Conner
Ms. Lois M. Cook
Mr. Frank R. Cox,, Jr.
Dr. Roberta Crawford and Mr. Larry Crawford
Ms. Jo Anne Gannon Crider
Mr. and Mrs. Clint A. Cruse
Mr. and Mrs. Scott A. Cunningham
Mr. Joseph Curtis
Ms. Gina Cusac
Mr. Anthony Darmer
Susan Daugherty
Delta Gamma Center for Children with VIsual Impairments
Mr. Dan R. Derby
Mr. and Mrs. William DeWitt, III
Mr. Alvin H. Diamond
Ms. Patricia Dineen
Amanda and Matt Ditch
Ms. Peggy Ann Dittmer
Ms. Evelyn Dixon
Mr. and Mrs. John Dohr
Ms. Nancy A. Donahue
Mrs. Treva Downing-Patton
Ms. Janet Draper
Ms. Clare Duffy
Mr. William J. Duggan
Mr. Bryan Duney
Marilyn Dunn
Mr. Robert Eilerman
David Ekin and Roxann Mayros
Dr. Keshia Elder
Mr. Marshall Ellenstein
Mr. and Mrs. John Farmer
Dr. and Mrs. Robert M. Feibel
Mr. and Mrs. Patrick J. Ferguson
Ms. Barbara L. Finch
Ms. Diane Fiordimonso
Mr. Stephen Flescher
Mr. James T. Flood
Ms. Margaret Foege
Ms. Maureen Ford
Ms. Beverley Foster
Ms. Arlene Frazier
Mrs. Robert Friedman
Ms. Sofia Friedman
Mr. Daniel Friel
Mr. and Mrs. Donell Gaertner
Mrs. Barbara Galli
The Gatesworth
Mr. and Mrs. Paul Giljum
Mr. Richard Gillespie
May Lou Goedeker
Ms. Julia Golden
Mr. John Goodman
Mr. William Graef
Mr. Dennis Graham
Ms. Shareace Gray
Mr. and Mrs. Paul Gray
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Greco
Mr. Vernon Green
Greenstein Family Fund
Ms. Janice Grefenkamp
Ms. Doris J. Gronemeier
Mr. Richard Guenther
B. Haas
Ms. Lynita Hamilton
Ms. Mildred Harden
Ms. Joan Hundelt
Ms. Lynn Huson
Mr. and Mrs. Alfred Jackson
Ms. Kelly Jager
Mr. Paul W. Jeffries
Dr. Sharon L. Jick and Mr. Elia Ellis
Laurie Johnson
Mr. and Mrs. Jeff Johnson
Mr. and Mrs. Terry Jones
Ms. Cheri Jones
Ms. Alice A. Jones
Ms. Vera Jordan
Dr. Daniel Joseph
Mr. Richard Jung
Judy and Robert Jung
Ms. Norma Juracsik
Malik Kahook
Dr. Eric Kamps
Ms. Jacqueline Kantor
Ms. Edith Kapfensteiner
Mr. Howard Kaplan
Mr. Joseph F. Kauffmann
Ms. Janet M. Keller
Mr. and Mrs. John Kelly
Mr. Rodney Kerner
Ms. Joyce Kesting
Ms. Marilyn Kilfoy
Ms. Naomi King
Mr. and Mrs. Raymond Knapp, III
Ms. Janet Knight
Mr. Ronald Knoop
Mr. Karl E. Kohlrus
Mrs. Curtis Kohring
Mr. Russell E. Korte
Ms. Ruth Kosta
Mr. Ed Kottmeier
Mrs. Marilynn Kramer
Mr. and Mrs. Vernon Kramme
Mary and Robert Krieger
Mr. and Mrs. Steve Kuhn
Ms. Mabel Lackland
Mr. and Mrs. Roger Lagermann
Mr. and Mrs. Carl Lang
Mr. and Mrs. Lawrence Langsam
Mr. and Mrs. Boris Lanis
Mr. Eric G. Larson
Dr. Jennifer and Mr. Matt Lauer
Mr. Lubomir Lausevich
Mr. Andrew Leach
Mr. Charles Lehman
Mr. Frank K. Lehmann
Angela Levenson
Mr. Marvin Leverett
Mr. and Mrs. Marty Levy
Mrs. Elegene Lickenbrock
Ms. Christine L. Lieder
Ms. JoAnn Link
Ms. Jana Lippard
Nancy Jean Little
James and Elizabeth Liu-Metzler
Nick Locki
Ms. Judith C. Luepke
Ms. Joletta Malone
Lori Markson
Mr. and Mrs. Douglas Marshall
Mr. Charles Marshall
Mr. Gene Matrisotto
Mr. and Mrs. Timothy Matson
Mr. and Mrs. Fred Max
Ms. Susan Mayer
Mr. and Mrs. Mark McConkey
Dr. Julie F. McCray and Mr. Michael R. McCray
Dr. Robert C. McKinstry, III
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph McLaughlin
Mr. and Mrs. Stephen C. McManus
Mrs. Mary McManus
Mr. and Mrs. Tyrone McNichols
Ms. Jeanette Roberts
Mr. and Mrs. Gregory Meitz
Mr. Edward Mendez
Mr. George Mertz
Ms. Donna Mertzlufft
Mr. Gary Charles Metz
Dr. and Mrs. Jay Meyer
Mr. Melvin Meyer
Mr. Joseph Michalka
Mr. Mark Mihanovich
Ms. Kathleen M. Mikolajczak
Ms. Rachel Miller
Mr. and Mrs. Robin Mingo
Mr. and Mrs. Tehmton Mistry
Mitchell James Salon, LLC
Ms. Leslie Moody
Mr. Ken Moser
Bette and Dave Mueller
Mr. John T. Muttersbaugh
Ms. Janice Myers
Mr. and Mrs. John Nahlik
Mr. Neal Nathanson
Ms. Donna Neal
Mr. and Mrs. James Niemczyk
O'Fallon/Fairview Heights Lions Club
Mr. Ken Ohlemeyer
Dr. F. Thomas Ott
Overhead Door Company of St. Louis
Ms. Charulata Pagar
Dr . Smita Parikh
Ms. Marilyn Parker
Dr. Palak Patel
Dr. Jigar Patel
Mr. Anthony Peppers
Mr. Charles E. Pericich
Drs. Monica and Joel Perlmutter
Mr. and Mrs. David Perry
Mr. Gerald Jude Petzel
Mr. Robert Phinney
Mr. and Mrs. Richard Pierce
Ms. Julie Pikoraitus
Mrs. Frances Clare Pinkley
Mr. Raymond Piontek
Ms. Abby Podkul
Ms. Joan Pohlmann
Ms. Margarett Pomranz
Mr. and Mrs. Lyndel Porterfield
Mrs. Ruby H. Poznick
Ms. Mary Presley
Ms. Nancy Price
Ms. Jeanette Provaznik
Ms. Nancy Puricelli
Dr. and Mrs. Michael Quirk
Dr. and Mrs. Dundoo Raghunandan
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Reese
Ms. Jennifer Regan
Mr. Patrick Reilly
Ms. Eileen Reis
Ms. Karen Reisin
Mrs. Elizabeth Reiter
Ms. Conni Reitz
Mrs. Andrea Richman
Mr. Fredric Rissover
Dr. and Mrs. Leon Robison 
Mr. and Mrs. Frank Rohatsch
Diane and Stephen Rohde
Ms. Jacqueline Rolwes
Mr. Frederick Roos
Mr. and Mrs. Jerrold Rosen
Mr. and Mrs. James Rosen
Mr. and Mrs. Jeffery Rosenblum
Mrs. Gretchen H. Ross
Mrs. John Rothkopf
Mary and Roy Ruckdeschel
Mrs. Naomi Runtz
Dr. Satya Sagar
Mr. and Mrs. Steven Sallwasser
Mr. and Mrs. Edward Sampson
Ms. Anita Sandler
Mr. David Sauerburger
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Saxe
Janice Schneider
Mr. and Mrs. John Schnettgoecke
Mr. Roger Schnitzmeyer
Ms. Elaine Schorb
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Schraier
Mrs. Bettie Schroth Johnson
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Schurmann
Mrs. Margot Schwab
Sandy Schwartz
Mr. and Mrs. Wendell Sconce
Mr. and Mrs. Ken Seise
Mr. Jerome B. Sexton, Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. Bruce Seymour
Attman Shah
Ms. Prithvi Shah
Ms. Louise Shapleigh
Mrs. Rosemary H. Shea
Mr. Philip D. Shelton
Mr. Huey Shieh
Ms. Erin Sieck
Dr. Carla Siegfried and Mr. Bruce Essman
Mr. and Mrs. Dennis Sienaski
Sight and Sound Impaired of St. Louis
Mr. Raymond Sims
Ms. Paulette J. Sitze
Mr. and Mrs. Edward Skobac
Reverend and Mrs. Donald Slover
Ms. Carolyn Small-Perry
Ms. Karen Chase Smith
Mr. Hillary B. Smith
South County Kiwanis
Ms. Bethany Spahn
Ms. Janie Spangler
Ms. Jessica Speck
Mr. and Mrs. Gershon Spector
Mr. David Spellman
Carol and Virgil Sperry
St. Margaret Mary Alacoque PSR
Mrs. Marjorie C. Stadler
Ms. Sidney Stein
Ms. Ann l. Steinback
Dona and John Steinkuehler
Ms. Nichola L. Story
Ms. Deborah Strand-Johnson
Mr. and Mrs. Fred Strawn
Mr. Brian Strothman
Ms. Lisa Strutman
Ms. Soundra Sullivan
Mrs. Betty Summa
Ms. Lisa Summers
Mr. Malcolm J. Sweet
Monica and Navin Tekwani
Telle Tire
Ms. Sandy Teng
Mr. Robert Thaier
Ms. Jeanette Tharp
Miss Carole Thompson
Ms. Janet E. Thornburg
Mr. and Mrs. Jerrold Tiers
Mr. and Mrs. Anthony Torrente
Mr. Jeremy Tran
Mr. Dale J. Trinka
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Trost
Ms. Loyce Turan
Mr. Mike Unterreiner
Mr. and Mrs. Chris Vancil
Ms. Jo Ann Vatcha
Ms. Susan Vierling
Henry Walkenhorst
Janet and John Walker
Mary and Mike Ward - Ward on Wine
Lisa and Ben Weiler
Mr. Paul L. Weilmuenster
Ms. Vicki Weingand
Ms. Landy Weis Joy
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Wernert
Mr. and Mrs. Richard Wersching
Mr. Christopher White
Ms. Bonnie White
Mr. John F. Wiegers
Mr. Scott Wilhelm 
Ms. Anne Lorayne Williams
Libby Williams
Dr. G. C. Williamson
Mr. and Mrs. Frank Williford
Ms. Cheryl Willis
Mrs. Mary Ann Winkelmann
Connie Winter
Mrs. Joan Wolff
Mr. Donald Wolff
Mr. Walter Womack
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Wuller
Ms. Esther Lee Yaeger
Ms. Kim M. Zarnowski
Roseann Zelle
Mr. W. Christopher Ziebold
Ms. Wendy Zimet
Mr. Paul Zuckerman
Some donors wish to remain anonymous.
Thank you to our generous donors!
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PAGE 32-33: (memorials)

Title: MEMORIAL DONATIONS
In Memory of Donald C. Shea by Mrs. Rosemary H. Shea

In Memory of Klaus Bertich by B. Haas

In Memory of Lois Heineman by Mr. and Mrs. Corey Kilkelly

In Memory of Agnes June Newenhaus by Mr. and Mrs. Robin Mingo,
Mr. James Christian, Jennings Do-Dads Association, Ms. Mary Presley,
Mr. and Mrs. John Schnettgoecke, and Ms. Susan Mayer

In Memory of Aileen Rabushka by Mrs. Carolyn W. Losos

In Memory of Alice Belko by Mr. Robert Belko

In Memory of Antoinette Breihan by Ms. Judith C. Luepke

In Memory of Bertha Mueller by Mr. and Mrs. Mark McConkey

In Memory of Carole Harris by Ms. Alice E. Conway, Ms. Karen Reisin,
Mr. Stephen Flescher, Mr. Howard Kaplan, Ms. Beth Hull, and
Ms. Anita Sandler

In Memory of Caroline J. Rostankowski by St. Louis Community Foundation, Bethany Spahn, and Kelly Jaeger

In Memory of Charlotte Close by Ms. Patricia Close

In Memory of Don Phinney by Mr. Robert Phinney

In Memory of Dr. Anjali Bhorade by Mr. Preetam Pagar

In Memory of Evelyn Hounsom by Mrs. Ruth Ann Carr

In Memory of Guy McRoberts by Ms. Jeanette McRoberts

In Memory of Charles S. Kell by Mr. and Mrs. Larry Brown

In Memory of Dr. Robert Drews by Mr. and Mrs. John Mertens

In Memory of Maria Mayda-Chamberlain by Mrs. Maria Gonzalez-Mayda and Drs. S. Cem and Humeyra Karacal

In Memory of Marie C. Casey, who was beautifully served by the Society until her death in 2019. By Marie A. Casey

In Memory of Mary Repetto by Mr. and Mrs. Michael Wuller

In Memory of Milton Miller by Ms. Rachel Miller

In Memory of Mr. M. Leo Bohanon by Ms. Gloria Clayter

In Memory of Virgil H. Pinkley by Mrs. Frances Clare Pinkley

In Memory of Jean Gray by Ms. Jana Lippard and Mr. and Mrs. Paul Gray

In Memory of Jerry Kauffman by Ms. Abby Podkul

In Memory of Joseph Palazzo by Ms. Josephine Byrne

In Memory of Kathlyn Arnold by Mr. James T. Flood

In Memory of Keith Mohl by Mr. and Mrs. Robert Wernert and 
Mrs. Curtis Kohring

In Memory of Kenneth W. Musbach by Mrs. Lindsey Brillo

In Memory of Linda Menges by Ms. Esther Lee Yaeger

In Memory of Lisa R. Weber by Mr. Dale Weber

In Memory of Marian Sharamitaro by Mr. Peter C. Sharamitaro, Jr.

END OF PAGES 32-33

PAGE 34: (tributes)

Title: TRIBUTE DONATIONS
In Honor of Alanna Broadbooks by Ms. Linda Boyland

In Honor of Bobbi Boley by Ms. Barbara L. Finch

In Honor of Dr. Carolyn Perry by Mr. and Mrs. Bruce Seymour

In Honor of Edward Provaznik by Ms. Jeanette Provaznik

In Honor of Elizabeth Galanis by Dr. John Galanis

In Honor of Joanne Galanis by Dr. John Galanis

In Honor of Gill Roper-Hall and Steve Waltman
by Mr. and Mrs. Robert M. Feibel, Mr. David C. Ekin and Ms. Roxann Mayros

In Honor of Haley and Charles Sherwood by Ms. Deborah Strand-Johnson

In Honor of Betsy Kauffman, Board Chair by Ms. Abby Podkul

In Honor of Rose McCray by Dr. Julie F. McCray and Mr. Michael R. McCray

In Honor of Mary Jeanne and Ray Jankowski by Dr. John Galanis

In Honor of Monika Cobillas by Ms. Anna Arft

In Honor of Sharon Mertzlufft by Mr. David C. Ekin and Ms. Roxann Mayros, Ms. Donna Mertzlufft, and Ms. Jennifer Regan

In Honor of Thomas A. Gannon and Helen D. Gannon by
Ms. Jo Anne Gannon Crider

In Honor of Jean Gray by Ms. Jana Lippard and Mr. and Mrs. Paul Gray

In Honor of Julia Smith by Ms. Sofia Friedman

In Honor of Lisa Fishman's Birthday by Miss Alice J. Brown

In Honor of The Herberholt Family by Mr. and Mrs. Robert Herberholt

END OF PAGE 34

PAGE 35: (back cover)

SLSBVI LOGO

St. Louis Society for the Blind and Visually Impaired is a nonprofit, 501(c)(3) tax-exempt organization.
8770 Manchester Road St. Louis, Missouri 63144
(314) 968-9000 www.slsbvi.org

If you need the Impact Report in a different format, please contact 
Mary Caldwell at 314-968-9000. We will do our best to provide you with a format that meets your needs.

(SOCIAL MEDIA ICONS: FACEBOOK, INSTAGRAM, LINKEDIN, YOUTUBE)
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St. Louis Society for the Blind and Visually Impaired   (SLSBVI)   2024 Full Impact Report   -   PLAIN TEXT VERSION       PAGE 1: COVER PAGE     SLSBVI LOGO   Title:   Impact Report 2024  -   Turning Challenges into Opportunities and  Achievements   Subtitle:   Enhancing Independence ,   Empowering Individuals ,   Enriching Lives     PHOTO : Seven clients pose with three docents in front of the large, marble  eyeball sculpture at Laumeier Sculpture Park.       END OF COVER PAGE     PAGE 2:   ( Message from the President and the Board Chair )   Title:   With Gratitude   St. Louis  Society for the Blind and Visually Impaired fulfills its vibrant mission   each day through programs and services that empower individuals with vision   loss to continue participating in the activities that are most important to them   and achieve their goals to live safely, confidently and independently.        We help through our low vision clinic that provides functional vison  assessments and optical aids so that clients can maximize and best  utilize their remaining sight.        We provide transportation services for medical appointments and many  other daily living needs and activities.         We build knowledge and abilities in the use of new technologies so that  our clients can navigate accessibility features on their computers,  smartphones, tablets and other devices.        We strengthen our clients’ resilience through peer and support groups,  recreational activities, and many other opportunities to stay connected  to each   other and the community.  

