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St. Louis Society for the
Blind and Visually Impaired

Enhancing Independence
Empowering Individuals
Enriching Lives



OUR MISSION

The Society enhances independence, empowers individuals, and
enriches the lives of people who are visually impaired or blind.

OUR VISION
A community where vision loss is not a barrier to a full life

OUR VALUES

Dignity and Respect - For each person and their unique goals
Quality and Excellence - In the services we provide
Compassion - With empathy and optimism
Collaboration - With all stakeholders, in a spirit of teamwork
Dedication - To our mission, vision and values
Innovation - In our pursuit of excellence

OUR SERVICES

Low Vision Clinic/Functional Vision - Transportation

Assessments Support and Peer Groups
Assistive Technology Sight Solutions Shop/Low Vision Aids
Occupational Therapy Community Resources and Referrals
Orientation and Mobility Services
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The Drews Low Vision Clinic is staffed by
doctors of optometry and occupational therapists The Leslie & Robert Drews |
who specialize in low vision conditions and needs. Low Vision Clinic
The clinic provides functional vision assessments ,
that determine if there are prescriptive or
non-prescriptive vision aids that will help clients
best utilize their remaining sight.

Occupational Therapy improves capabilities for daily living
tasks and identifies non-prescriptive aids such as magnifiers,
lighting, and electronic zoom magnification devices.

Orientation and Mobility Services offer skills
and strategies to help navigate in the home and
community.
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Assistive Technology helps clients with internet
and email, computer training, screen magnification,
speech output software, and use of accessibility
features on cell phones and tablets.

Transportation Services are provided The Sight Solutions Shop offers a wide
for Society clients Monday through Friday, range of low vision items, home and kitchen
8:30 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. to assist with aids, task lighting, mobility canes,

medical appointments, grocery shopping, magnification and much more.
and other needs.
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HOW IS VISION LOSS IMPACTING YOUR DAY?

This is a question that we ask in welcoming people to the St. Louis Society for the Blind
and Visually Impaired. Perhaps vision loss has made meal preparation, navigation of their
home or neighborhood, reading, or personal care difficult. While the response to this
guestion may vary, our response remains consistent: The Society is here to provide
help, hope and solutions to individuals who are experiencing vision loss.

Vision loss has an immense impact on an individual’s life. The Society’s programs and
services empower individuals with vision loss to continue participating in the activities that
are most important to them and achieve their goals to live confidently and independently.

Q We help through our Drews Low Vision Clinic that provides functional vison assessments
" and optical aids so that clients can maximize and best utilize their remaining sight.

Q We help through rehabilitative therapies that support our clients in developing new skills
" and adapting their approaches to daily activities.

Q We provide transportation services for medical appointments and many other daily
" living needs.

£ We build knowledge and abilities in the use of new technologies so that our clients can
~ navigate accessibility features on their computers, smart phones, tablets and other
devices.

£ We offer a broad range of mangification, lighting, and other vision aids through our
~ Sight Solutions Shop.

Q We strengthen our clients’ resilience through peer and support groups, recreation, and
- many other opportunities to stay connected to each other and the community.

The 2025 Impact Report highlights the Society’s continued strength in service, commitment
to our clients, and exemplary outcomes. We deeply appreciate our clients’ confidence and
trust in the Society’s care, honor the outstanding work of our staff and volunteers,
commend the leadership of our Board of Directors, and extend our infinite gratitude for the
generous support of our donors and community.
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ENHANCING INDEPENDENCE

“I’m very fearful of vision loss.” Those
were the first words that Bill Preiss said
to a social worker at St. Louis Society
for the Blind and Visually Impaired. Bill
has cone-rod dystrophy, a condition
that causes progressive vision loss.

In his own words...

\ \J’ | / “It’'s a very scary thing when you lose
\\ o your sight. You don’t know what
ﬁ \ &/ direction to turn in. What might be very
' small to someone else, to someone who
Bill Preiss is losing their sight, it’s huge.

I experienced a difficult situation
where | needed to ask someone for
help. | frankly felt a little
embarrassed. It’s the stigma of
blindness being a disability rather
than a lifestyle.

Six years ago, | was fearful of losing
my sight. Now all | can say is the
Society is amazing. It’s an

unbelievable service offered in the Dr. Kate Boland working with Bill in the
St. Louis region.” Society’s low vision clinic
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EMPOWERING INDIVIDUALS
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Polly Willard

Polly Willard has been a client since 2010.
She was diagnosed with Retinitis
Pigmentosa at the age of forty-one.

She teaches a poetry class through
Washington University’s Osher Lifelong
Learning Institute, and she also taught a
six-week class at Society for fellow clients.

In her own words...

“I've always had night blindness, and

| figured everybody did. | had studied painting
in graduate school and was extremely excited
to start working at the Saint Louis Art Museum.

One day | was driving into the parking lot on a bright sunny day. When | went
into the art museum my eyes just started to flicker in the most amazing,
shocking way. It was almost like a strobe light. It really frightened me.

Society means a lot to me, because it’s a place where | know | can get help
and | know | can count on them. It’s one of the key organizations for people
who are visually impaired and need to know about all their services and the
encouragement that they offer. It’s really hard being out here in the sighted
world going blind and feeling like you’re on your own. | know where | can go to
get that lift and that encouragement to keep on going.”
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ENRICHING QUALITY OF LIFE

Douglas Carter has been a client since
2021. Diagnosed with Diabetic
Retinopathy, he is blind in the left eye,
with low vision in the right.

In his own words...

‘As my vision worsened, my mom started
searching online for help. She found

St. Louis Society for the Blind and Visually
Impaired and called. I've used many of their
services including low vision exams,

| participated in the Support Group and

I really like attending the activities and peer
groups here.

Douglas Carter

In 2023, | heard through Society’s activity line that there was going to be a poetry
class offered by a fellow client, so | decided to take it, and it’s got me writing
again.”

Douglas created a poem about his experience at the Society:

This Place

...is not hard to find with assets to help you survive.

This Place

...supports when you’re trying to get back in stride.

This Place

...has people with common goals.

This Place

...and a relationship with God and church helps uplift my soul.
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IMPACT IN OUR CLIENTS’ LIVES

The Society’s specialized programs achieve positive
outcomes. Our clients’ successes are measured in the
achievement of their personal goals.

mber of Clients Served 1 y 1 41

Low Vision Clinic 990A)

Oc_tlzﬂep?at:;;nal 970A)

Community Services o
and Referrals 97 A)
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COMMUNITY OUTREACH

Raising awareness, making connections, and encouraging participation in the Society's
programs and services are core goals of our community outreach initiatives. Society staff,
Board members, and volunteers participated in 54 community outreach presentations in
2025 that took place across the Greater St. Louis region and reached more than 1,000

people.

Presentation at Gambrill Gardens
Senior Living

Society leaders speak to the
St. Louis Metropolitan Ministry
Clergy Coalition

North County residents attend a
presentation at the Lewis & Clark
Library (Aging Ahead)

Community Outreach Specialist,
Judy Redlich and her guide dog present at
Oak Bend Library (Aging Ahead)

Presentation at the
Leber Hereditary
Optic Neuropathy

(LHON) 2025
Conference
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CLIENT ENRICHMENT EVENTS

A variety of events and activities hosted by the Society throughout the year respond to our
clients' interests and provide opportunities for them to experience the community's cultural,
nature, and sports venues.

Sporting events included cheering on the St. Louis Battlehawks and attending the St. Louis
Cardinals Disability Pride Night at the Ballpark.

May 18: St. Louis Battlehawks Experience July 10: Disability Pride Night at the
The experience included tickets to the game  Ballpark

and the High-5 Tunnel in which our clients
greeted the players as they came out to the
field for the game.

Society provided free tickets to 25 guests.

Artistic experiences included a mosaic party at YUCANDU
and The Tactile Gallery at Saint Louis University

October 1: Connecting with Art:

June 26: YUCANDU Mosiac Party The Tactile Gallery at SLU

B .
SLSBVI clients gather around a

large table as they create their
own mosaics.

Client Annette Nowakowski enjoys the
tactile gallery at SLU.
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CLIENT ENRICHMENT EVENTS (CONT.)

Musical and cultural experiences Peer Groups led by Society clients offer
included Muny tickets, Kansas and 38 opportunities for fun and comradery as
Special, with Jefferson Starship at the clients gather monthly to play games or
Fabulous Fox Theatre, Chuck Berry learn about new assistive technology, such
Birthday Bash at Powell Symphony Hall as GAB (Games Accessible for Blindness)
and RAIN-A Beatles Christmas Tribute and | CAN TECH.

at the Fabulous Fox Theatre.

Clients Bob Jaco and Johnnie Cochran with Accessible BINGO is a favorite among
guests enjoy Dear Evan Hansen at the Muny. Society clients

June 6: Client Picnic

Rhonda Jones takes a Sheaila Washington wins
Rained out, but still a large crowd chance on Jenga. a door prize

December 5: Client Holiday Party

Terry Nord provided the

mu'sic forour  Rebecca Tussey enjoyed the food.
singalong. Page 11
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2025 VISIONARY GALA:
VISIONS IN BLACK AND WHITE

More than 250 guests gathered on Saturday, April 26, 2025, at the Hilton St. Louis
Frontenac for the Society’s annual Visionary Gala.

Scott and Kim Drost, Jasmine Huda,
Gala Co-Chairs Emcee

Chaired by Kim and Scott Drost, the Society’s premier annual event raised more than
$220,000 and included a cocktail reception, dinner, silent and live auctions, a fund-the-
need paddle raise, and entertainment. Local Fox 2 News anchor and journalist,
Jasmine Huda, served as emcee for the evening. Gala guests enjoyed an inspiring
performance by Holly Connor, a vocalist, actor, musician, and student at Webster
University. Holly dazzled the audience with her performance of a trio of songs, and her
work to increase awareness and inclusion in the arts.
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2025 VISIONARY GALA:
VISIONS IN BLACK AND WHITE (CONT.)

The Society’s Board Chair, Elizabeth Kauffman, and
President and C.E.O., Sharon Mertzlufft, extended their
appreciation to the crowd for their participation,
generosity and outstanding support of the Society.

Elizabeth Kauffman Sharon Mertzlufft
Board Chair President and C.E.O.
The 2025 Visionary Gala also recognized the

centennial for the Society’s Leslie Dana Gold Medal,
which is awarded to honor meritorious service for the
conservation of eyesight, research and instruction in
ophthalmology, and scientific or medical discoveries
of exceptional importance to the conservation of
vision. The 2025 Leslie Dana Gold Medal was
presented to J. William Harbour, MD, in honor of his
research and surgical advancements in ocular
oncology. Dr. Harbour is Professor and Chair of the Dr. James Bobrow, Ophthalmologist and
Department of Ophthalmology at the University of Society Board member presents the

Texas Southwestern Medical Center in Dallas, TX. Leslie Dana Gold Medal to
J. William Harbour, MD

Brenda Wendling, MSW, LCSW, received the 2025
Community Light Award in honor of her work that has
made immeasurable impact in the lives of people who
are blind or visually impaired. Wendling’s career in social
work spanned more than four decades, including nearly
25 years on the staff of St. Louis Society for the Blind
and Visually Impaired.

Gala Co-chairs, Kim and Scott Drost
present the
Community Light Award to
Brenda Wendling, MSW, LCSW

The Visionary Gala celebrated our clients’ successes in achieving their goals and our
community’s strong support of the Society’s programs and services. Page 13
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IN GRATITUDE TO OUR DONORS

Gifts received January 1 - December 31, 2025

Helen Keller Society - Champion ($25,000+)
Margaret Butler Trust
Mrs. Vicki Dillon

Estate of Evelyn Dolce, on behalf of Jo-Ann and Bill Benson

Jefferson Foundation

Deaconess Foundation, St. Louis Seniors Community Revitalization
and Development Fund, Community Health Commission

of Missouri
The Estate of Margaret Catherine Grant
Dr. Kenneth Mares
In Honor of Jeanne and John Sauer
Gillian Roper-Hall Waltman

Helen Keller Society - Benefactor ($15,000 - $24,999)

American Direct Marketing Resources, LLC
Drs. Nanci and James Bobrow

East Missouri Foundation

Ms. Juanita Hinshaw

Estate of Della and Vernon Kramme

William R. Orthwein, Jr. and Laura Rand Orthwein Foundation

Cornelia L. Vogel Trust

Helen Keller Society - Beacon ($5,000 - $14,999)

Mrs. Carolyn Belden

Gertrude and William A. Bernoudy Foundation
Bethesda Health Group, Inc.

Dr. and Mrs. Sean Breit

Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Brinker

Ms. Susan Mary Chuckray

Alice Conway

Carolyn R. Duncan Interim Trust

E. Reuben and Gladys Flora Grant Charitable Trust
John C. Galanis, M.D.

Mr. and Mrs. Charles Gallagher

The David B. Lichtenstein Foundation
Lighthouse for the Blind - St. Louis

Lutheran Foundation of St. Louis

Mariner Foundation

Mr. and Mrs. Michael McKinnis

Mr. David F. Morris and Mr. Joey Neal

Mrs. Joan Musbach

Dr. Susan Pittman

Regional Arts Commission of St. Louis
The Retina Institute

Mr. and Mrs. Rodger Riney

Katherine Rutter Charitable Foundation
Mr. Charlie Schultz

Dr. and Mrs. Bradley Smith

Torrid Foundation

Mr. Douglas Tracy

Mrs. Elizabeth Wilmsen

Visionary Circle ($1,000 - $4,999)
Steve Bassnet, Ph.D.

Ms. Gerry Beetz

Dr. and Mrs. Kevin Blinder

The Boeing Company

Dr. Kate and Mr. Jim Boland

Ms. Judith Bradford

Ms. Donna Calamia

Carrollton Bank

The Daniel & Henry Co.

Cuivre River Electric Cooperative

Dr. Tom De Fer and Mr. Jim Moll

Mr. and Mrs. Matt Ditch

Michael Donovan, M.D.

Mrs. Betsy Dow

John Drew

Kim and Scott Drost

Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Egan

Dr. and Mrs. Nicholas Engelbrecht

Mr. and Mrs. Eugene Erker, lll

Ms. Martha J. Fenger

Barbara and John Finch

Beverley Foster and Vanessa Cooksey
Genentech

Dr. Rafif Ghadban and Dr. Samer Al-Kaade
Ms. Michelle Gerhard Glass

Dr. and Mrs. John P. Goltschman

Mrs. Jean Gray

Mr. and Mrs. Richard C. Greenlaw
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Visionary Circle (continued)

Ralph and Brenda Hoffman

Ms. Sandra Brunsmann-Hughes

Mrs. Brenda Jappa

Dr. Sharon L. Jick and Mr. Elia Ellis

Drs. Humeyra and S. Cem Karacal

Ms. Virginia Karwoski

Ms. Elizabeth Kauffman

Mrs. Karen Kauffman

Drs. Sweta and Pavan Kavali

Mr. and Mrs. Corey Kilkelly

Ms. Jo Ann Kindle

Mr. Pius Thomas La Forest

Lions Club of Kirkwood, MO

Lions Eye Foundation of District 26-M2
Mariner Wealth Advisors - St. Louis LLC
Cheryl and Douglas Mertzlufft

Sharon and Robert Mertzlufft

Drs. Judith and David R. Meyer
Midwest Elevator Company, Inc.
Missouri Foundation for Health

Amanda D. Murphy, Ph.D.

Mr. Gonuguntla Naidu

Mr. and Mrs. Robert Naumann

Mr. Craig Marsh and Mr. Jon Picarella
Mrs. Jean M. Raybuck

Joseph and Catherine Raybuck

Dr. and Mrs. Richard J. Rothman

Frank A. and Alpha A. Ruf Endowment Fund
Dr. Ann Guggisberg and Dr. Philip Ruzycki
Mr. Bryan Duney and Mr. Jack Sago
Mr. and Mrs. Steven Sallwasser

Ms. Kumari Santosh

Dr. and Mrs. Jonathan Schell

Ann and Mark Shapiro

Ms. April E. Sloan

St. Louis Community Credit Union

Dr. Maria Stunkel and Mr. Kevin Stunkel
Mr. and Mrs. George Sullivan

Dr. Erin Cleary Sullivan and Mr. Kevin Sullivan
Mr. and Mrs. Steven Tedoni

Lori and Paul Tesser

Amelia and Marco Matranga Trust

Mr. and Mrs. Chris Vancil

Mr. and Mrs. Robert Vass

Mr. and Mrs. Charles Wallis

Mr. Greg Warren
Mr. and Mrs. Ryan Whittington
Mr. Paul V. Zagarri

Insight Club ($300 - $999.99)
Mr. and Mrs. Jeff Back

Ms. Debra Barbeau

Mr. and Mrs. Charles Beck

Ms. Pamela Breitberg

Ms. Sharon A. Campbell

Century Credit Union

Emily Cole

Megan and Patrick Connelly

Mrs. Maureen Connolly

Mr. and Mrs. Ed Crawford

Dr. Roberta Crawford and Mr. Larry Crawford
Mrs. Kathleen Demetsky

Ms. Bing Dempewolf

Dr. and Mrs. Craig Eck

Marie Casey and Kenn Entringer
Mr. and Mrs. Gerald Fagin

Mr. and Mrs. George T. Floros
Mr. and Mrs. Darin Gilley

Ms. Mary Gonzales, with Kris Gallina, Kim Clyne,
Felicia Hatcher, Linda Albanese, Erika Wegman,

David Hans
Great Expectations Fund
Mr. and Mrs. Alan Herzog
Dr. and Mrs. Avinash Honasoge
Ms. Jess Hundal
Mr. and Mrs. William M. Johnson
Mr. and Mrs. Charles Jones
Ms. Carolyn Kindle
Mr. Patrick Kleaver
Mr. Victor Klutho
Ksenija Kos, MD
Mr. and Mrs. Rich Kuntz
Drs. Jennifer and Paul Luong
Dr. Gabriella Espinoza and Dr. Melvin Maclin
Mr. Thomas J. Maginnis
Robert H. Mayer
Ms. Patricia McWilliams
Ms. Susan Meissel
Karen and Bill Meldrum



Insight Club (continued)

Mr. and Mrs. Michael Pelot-Hobbs
Mr. and Mrs. David G. Millar

Ms. Laura Moehlman

Mr. James Moroney

Mr. and Mrs. Harvey Morris, Jr.
Motorola

Lisa and Alex Oakley

Mr. Andrew O'Dell

Mr. and Mrs. Ron E. Parker
Peoples Bank & Trust

Mr. A. Gordon Phillips

Mr. and Mrs. Guy A. Phillips
Premiere Eye Associates

Mr. and Mrs. Sidney B. Priesmeyer, 11|
Dr. and Mrs. John J. Purcell, Jr.,

John and Georgia Purcell Family Foundation

Resler-Kerber Optometry, Inc.

Dr. Shana Rose and Mr. David Rose
Mr. David P. Sauerburger

Ms. Anna Schell

Mr. and Mrs. Eric Seiler

Mr. and Mrs. Peter C. Sharamitaro, Jr.
Ms. Amanda Sloan

Mrs. Mary Strauss

Jeanine Sucheki, M.D.

Sarah and Vyas Suresh

Mr. and Mrs. Kenneth Tabb

Ms. Janet E. Thornburg

Mr. John Thurston

Enterprise Bank & Trust

United Workers For The Blind of Missouri
Vollmar Family

Mary and Mike Ward - Ward on Wine
Webster Groves Lions Club

Dr. and Mrs. Richard Wieder

Ms. Chris Wilhelm

Friend (Up to $299.99)

Mr. and Mrs. Ross W. Abbott
Mr. and Mrs. William H. Abbott
Mrs. Darlene M. Abeln

Mr. Shafique Ahmad

Ms. Nancy Aikman

Ms. Patricia Albers

Ms. Elizabeth Ann Amend

Mr. Evan Anderson

Mr. and Mrs. Nicholas Argint, Jr.

Mr. and Mrs. Stephen P. Arthur
AT&T

Ms. Molly Atkins

Ms. Ashley Atkins

Mr. Andrew Baer

Ms. Rosemary Baker

Mr. Viswa Balaji

Mr. and Mrs. Erio Balassi

Mr. and Mrs. Dan Ball

Mr. Steven Banister

Ms. Freida Barber

Shari Barnish

Mr. and Mrs. John Bartholomew
Paramijit Bawa

Mr. John P. Bayless

Ms. Edith E. Beach

Ms. Lisa Bearden

Mr. Rick Beck

Ms. Lauren Beigle, The Diamond Bulldogs
Ms. Mary E. Bell

Mr. Robert A. Belline

Ms. Nancy Benesh

Drs. Gregg and Susan Berdy
Dr. Paul Michael Bernier

Mr. and Mrs. Bart Bieser

Mr. and Mrs. Neil Billger

Mrs. Marcia Billhartz

Dr. and Mrs. Clifford Allen Birge
Ms. Juliette Bischoff

Ms. Nancy Blakely

Bluegrass Hospitality Group - Drake's
Mrs. Barbara Bluestone

Mr. and Mrs. Kenneth Blumberg
Mr. and Mrs. James Bobelak
Mr. and Mrs. James Boczek
Mrs. Ann H. Bohm

Ms. Linda Bohnenstiehl

Ms. Nancy Bolozky

Mr. and Mrs. Arthur Bolstad

Mr. and Mrs. Keith Boone

Mr. Richard Bose

Mr. and Mrs. James K. Bostick
Mr. Joseph |. Boyer

Mr. and Mrs. Richard C. Bradley, Jr.
Ms. Janet Bradshaw

Ms. Kathleen Brady

Ms. Elaine Breece

Mr. Rodney K. Brendel
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Friend (continued)

Mr. and Mrs. Henry Brewer
Mrs. Lindsey Brillo

Mr. and Mrs. Gerald Brooks
Ms. Polly Brown

Mr. and Mrs. Larry Brown

Mr. and Mrs. Harold Brown

Ms. Alice J. Brown

Mr. and Mrs. John Buerman
Mr. and Mrs. William Buffa

Dr. and Mrs. Dean B. Burgess
Mr. Greg Burrows

Mr. and Mrs. Robert Buttry

Ms. Josephine Byrne

Ms. Mary Caldwell

Mr. Brad Calkins

Mr. and Mrs. Robert Callero
Mr. and Mrs. Anthony Calza
Mr. and Mrs. Benjamin Campbell
Mr. and Mrs. William R. Campbell
Canine Companion Therapy Program
Mr. and Mrs. Jeffrey Carey
Nancy Carminiti

Mrs. Ruth Ann Carr

Mr. and Mrs. Harold Cash

Mr. and Mrs. Robert J. Cashion
Prem Chander

Ms. Judith Chervitz

Mr. Matt Christ

Ms. Janet Clark

Ms. Gloria Clayter

Mr. and Mrs. George Clements
Ms. Patricia Close

Ms. Barbara Clover

Ms. Sharon Coigny

Ms. Ann Cole

Ms. Linda K. Coombs

Mr. and Mrs. Rodney Cooper
Mr. William M. Corrigan

Ms. Jennifer Costello

Mr. Kevin Cowhey

Ms. Jo Anne Gannon Crider
Mr. and Mrs. James Crouthamel
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph R. Curtis
Mary Ellen and Otto Daech

Mr. and Mrs. Jerry Dallape

Mr. and Mrs. Gary Dammer

Mr. Anthony L. Darmer

Ms. Marilyn Davis

Mr. and Mrs. Edward T. Davis, Jr.
Ms. Janet Dean

Mr. Dan R. Derby

Mr. and Mrs. Michael Allan Desloge
Mr. and Mrs. Phillip Desloge

Mr. and Mrs. Tim Desloge

Dr. Ira and Mr. William DeWitt, I
Mr. Alvin H. Diamond

Mr. Paul Diekemper

Ms. Patricia Dineen

Ms. Peggy Ann Dittmer

Trudy Dockins

Mr. and Mrs. John Dohr

Mr. and Mrs. Lloyd Dohrmann
Mr. and Mrs. Fred Dominick

Dr. and Mrs. Michael Donahoe
Ms. Nancy A. Donahue

Mr. and Mrs. Patrick Draper

Mr. and Mrs. Roy Duckdeschel
Ms. Clare E. Duffy

Ms. Bernetta Eckelkamp

Ms. Karen M. Edelen

Dr. and Mrs. Sean Edelstein

Mr. and Mrs. Jerrold Ehrlich

Mr. Alan Einecker

Mr. David C. Ekin and Ms. Roxann Mayros
Ms. Mary B. Elbert

Mr. Marshall Ellenstein

Mr. and Mrs. David Engele

Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Enger

Mr. and Mrs. Rob Epstein

Dr. Carla Siegfried and Mr. Bruce Essman
Luba Estrina

Selzman and O'Brien Families
The Robert Nekola Family

Mr. and Mrs. Marshall Fey

Mr. Donald Fields

Ms. Jeanne Fischer

Kathy and Gregory Fisher

Ms. Mary Fox

Ms. Lori Francin

Mrs. Robert Friedman

Ms. Friedman

Ms. Renate Fuhrmann Page 18



Friend (continued)

Ms. Carol Fuller

Mr. Donell Gaertner

Mrs. Barbara A. Galli

Dr. and Mrs. Patrick Garrett
Mr. Robert S. Gersey

The Gierada Family

Mr. Richard Gillespie

Dr. Warren Gish

Mr. and Mrs. James G. Gleich
Mr. Carl Schwarz and Mrs. Cathy Goldstein
Mrs. Suzanne L. Goodman

Mr. and Mrs. Michael Gordon
Mr. William Graef

Mr. Dennis Graham

Ms. Joan Green

Mr. and Mrs. Michael Greenfield
Mr. Harvey A. Greenstein

Ms. Janice Grefenkamp

Ms. Doris J. Gronemeier

Mr. Dale Lane and Ms. Dianne Grote
Ms. Marian Guenther

Mr. Jesse Gurley, Il

Mrs. Saundra Halley

Ms. Lynita Hamilton

Ms. Jane Hanebrink

J. William Harbour, M.D.

Mr. and Mrs. William J. Hardebeck
Ms. Ruby Harriman

Ms. Mary Kay Hartgraves
Hiroko Hasegawa

Mr. and Mrs. Steven Hebel
Ms. Patricia Heeter

Mrs. Kathryn M. Hegeman

Mr. Charles W. Heil

Mr. and Mrs. David M. Heimos
Mrs. Mary Hennicke

Mrs. Rosemary Hensley

Mr. and Mrs. Arnold Hershman
Hillsboro Lions Club

Ms. Alison Hogan

Ms. Cassandra Hohl

Mr. Barry M. Hollander

Mr. William Holman

Ms. Claire Hotchkiss

Ms. Charlotte Hrebec

Mr. and Mrs. Daniel L. Huesemann

Ms. Roseann Hughes

Mr. and Mrs. Fred J. Hummel

Ms. Joan Hundelt

Mr. and Mrs. Robert E. Huson, Jr.

Mr. and Mrs. Michael Isserman

Mr. and Mrs. Alfred Jackson

Ms. Kitty Jacobs

Mr. Rory James

Mr. and Mrs. Raymond Jankowski

Ms. Marie Jary

Ms. Constance Johnson

Ms. Erin Johnson

Ms. Kate Johnston

Mr. and Mrs. Terry Jones

Ms. Alice A. Jones

Ms. Vera Jordan

Ms. Landy Weis Joy

Mr. Richard A. Jung

Mr. and Mrs. Robert N. Jung

Ms. Norma Juracsik

Mrs. Sandy Kahn

Eric C. Kamps, O.D.

Mr. Donald Kantouth

Ms. Janet Katz

Mr. Joseph F. Kauffmann

Ms. Madeleine Kemp

Mr. Rodney Kerner

Mr. and Mrs. James C. Kesting

Mr. and Mrs. Dennis Kilfoy

Mr. and Mrs. Patrick King

Ms. Naomi King

Mr. Bryan S. Kitley

Mr. and Mrs. Mark Klamer

Mr. and Mrs. Raymond Knapp, IlI

Mr. and Mrs. Norbert Kniepp

Mr. Ronald D. Knoop

Mr. Ken Knuckles

Mr. Karl E. Kohlrus

Mr. Russell E. Korte

Mr. Ed Kottmeier

Mrs. Marilynn F. Kramer

Mr. and Mrs. Robert J. Krieger

Mrs. Jean Kuelker

Mr. and Mrs. Douglas Landholt
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Friend (continued)

Mrs. Maryfrances Lang

Mr. and Mrs. Lawrence Langsam

Mr. and Mrs. Boris Lanis

Mr. Eric G. Larson

Dr. Jennifer Lauer and Mr. Matthew Lauer
Ms. Pamela Lee

Mr. and Mrs. Charles Lehman

Mr. Frank K. Lehmann

Mrs. Jo Ann Leu

Lewis & Clark Chapter of National Federation of the Blind
Ms. Christine L. Lieder

Mr. and Mrs. James J. Lindemann

Mr. and Mrs. William A. Lindsey

Mr. and Mrs. Michael C. Link

Mr. Joseph Lipic

Ms. Jana Lippard

Ms. Nancy Jean Little

Ms. Shelley Lombardo

Mrs. Terri LORusso

Sight and Sound Impaired of St. Louis
Mrs. Mary Hulsey-Lupp and Mr. Tom Lupp
Magellan Cares Foundation

Mr. Manhar Maisuria

Mr. and Mrs. Stuart Manewith

Mr. and Mrs. Gary Marco

Dr. Todd Margolis

Ms. Laurie Marshall

Mr. and Mrs. Douglas Marshall

Mr. Mohammed Yaman Al Matni

Mr. and Mrs. Gene Matrisotto

Mr. and Mrs. Timothy Matson

Dr. Maria Gonzalez-Mayda and Mr. Mark Schulte
Mr. and Mrs. Charles N. McAlpin

Ms. Dorothy A. McCalpin

Dr. Julie F. McCray and Mr. Michael R. McCray
Mr. and Mrs. Mark G. McDermott

Mr. and Mrs. Timothy D. McElligott

Dr. Robert C. McKinstry, llI

Mr. and Mrs. Stephen C. McManus

Mrs. Mary Lou Meagher

Mr. and Mrs. Gregory Meitz

Mr. Edward Mendez

Mr. George Mertz

Mr. and Mrs. Nurija Mesanovic

Dr. and Mrs. Meyer

Ms. Jan Meyer

Ms. Paula B. Meyer

Ms. Rachel Miller

Mr. and Mrs. Tehmton Mistry
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Mlynarczyk
Ms. Diana L. Moellering

Ms. Megan Monk

Ms. Brenda J. Moore

R. William Morris, M.D.

Ms. Anne M. Muehlenkamp
Mr. and Mrs. Dave B. Mueller
Mrs. Mary Muniz

Mrs. Evelyn Murphy

Mr. Neal Nathanson

Mr. Patrick Newman and Mrs. Mary Sauder-Newman
Mr. and Mrs. James Niemczyk
Mr. and Mrs. Donald Niemeyer
Mr. and Mrs. Mark Nischwitz
Dr. and Mrs. James P. O'Grady
Mr. Kenneth A. Ohlemeyer

Mr. Gregory Oliphant

Mr. Aaron J. Osherow

Dr. F. Thomas Ott

Mr. and Mrs. Eric H. Otten

Mr. Anthony Peppers

Ms. Tess Perica

Mr. Charles E. Pericich

Drs. Monica and Joel Perlmutter
Mr. and Mrs. David Perry

Mr. Robert Phinney

Ms. Judith Piazza

Mr. and Mrs. Richard Pierce
Mr. Ryszard Pilat

Mrs. Frances Clare Pinkley

Mr. Raymond Piontek

Ms. Sue Ann Pitti

Ms. Deborah Platt

Mr. Peter J. Poletti, Jr.

Ms. Caroline Pope

Ms. Jane D. Porchey

Ms. Jeanette D. Provaznik

Mr. Joseph A. Przybylski

Mr. Pete Puricelli

Ms. Nancy J. Puricelli
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Friend (continued)

Dr. and Mrs. Michael P. Quirk
Mr. and Mrs. Rick Rainey

Mr. Steven J. Re

Mr. Patrick Reilly

Mrs. Elizabeth Reiter

Ms. Sue E. Revelle

Ms. Carolyn Ridenhower

Mr. and Mrs. Anthony Ring

Mr. Fredric Rissover

Riverbend Elementary PTO
Mark and Jackie Roesslein

Mrs. Anne Rohatsch

Mr. and Mrs. Stephen Rohde
Mr. and Mrs. Jerrold Rosen

Mr. and Mrs. James Rosen

Mr. and Mrs. Jeffery A. Rosenblum
Mr. and Mrs. Donald Ross

Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Ross

Ms. Helen R. Roulston

Mr. and Mrs. Peter C. Rozzell
Mr. and Mrs. David Rudolph

Dr. Satya Sagar

Mr. and Mrs. Mark Schankman
Mr. Stanley Schechter

Mr. and Mrs. Ron Schell

Mrs. Janice Schneider

Mr. Roger Schnitzmeyer

Mr. and Mrs. Jon Schnurbusch and Norma Balsman
Mr. and Mrs. Michael H. Schraier
Ms. Kimberly Schultz

Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Schurmann
Mrs. Mary Jane Schutzius

Ms. Erica Robin Schwan

Ms. Gloria Schwartz

Mr. Frank M. Scoggins, Jr. and Ms. Michelle A. Grimm
Dr. and Mrs. Sukhdev Seehra
Mr. Jerome B. Sexton, Jr.

Ms. Amber De Shafter

Mr. and Mrs. Larry L. Shasteen
Mrs. Jean F. Shelley

Mr. and Mrs. Philip D. Shelton
Dr. and Mrs. Joshua S. Shimony
Mr. and Mrs. Dennis Sienaski
Mr. Mark Simmons

Mr. Raymond L. Sims

Ms. Paulette J. Sitze

Ms. Paulette J. Sitze

Ms. Sherry Skelton

Mr. and Mrs. Edward Skobac

Reverend and Mrs. Donald Slover

Ms. Debra Smith

Ms. Diane Southard

Ms. Janie Spangler

Mr. David L. Spellman

Ms. Linda A. Spencer

Mr. and Mrs. Virgil Sperry

Ms. Carol Spratley

St. Louis Eye Surgery & Laser Center
Management Staff

St. Margaret Mary Alacoque PSR

Mr. Matthew Stacker

Mrs. Marjorie C. Stadler

Mr. Errol W. Stanfield

Ms. Diane Stehman

Mr. James Stehman

Ms. Ann L. Steinback

Mr. and Mrs. John Steinkuehler

Mr. and Mrs. Stephen Wall-Smith

Mr. and Mrs. David L. Steppleman

Mr. and Mrs. Richard D. Stockton

Ms. Sheri Strauss

Ms. Lisa Strutman

Mr. and Mrs. Richard Stull

Mr. Kenneth H. Suelthaus

Mr. Philip Sutin

Mr. Malcolm J. Sweet

Mr. Benjamin Swoboda

Ms. Sandy Teng

Mr. and Mrs. Ronald G. Thompson

Ms. Joan Thum

Mr. and Mrs. Jerrold Tiers

Mrs. Shirley A. Tippett

Mr. and Mrs. David R. Tognoni

Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Trost

Mr. Les Tuskai

Mr. C. Michael Unterreiner

Ms. Priscilla A. Utley

Mr. and Mrs. Bruce A. Vendt

Mrs. Virginia A. Viehmann

Ms. Susan E. Vierling

Ms. Elizabeth Vollmar

Mr. and Mrs. Henry Walkenhorst
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Friend (continued)

Mr. and Mrs. John A. Walker
Mr. Philip Walker

Ms. Annette Walton

The Honorable Ernest Richard Webber
Mr. and Mrs. Ben Weiler

Mr. Paul L. Weilmuenster
Ms. Vicki Weingand

Ms. Marlita Weiss

Ms. Jade Welegala

Mr. and Mrs. Dan Wendling
Mr. and Mrs. Richard Wersching
Ms. Teresa Wetzel

Mr. and Mrs. Fred White

Mr. and Mrs. Kevin White
Mr. Christopher White

Mr. John F. Wiegers

Mr. and Mrs. Ben R. Williams
Dr. G. C. Williamson

Ms. Kathryn M. Wirth

Ms. Cathy Wisniewski

Mr. Donald Wolff

Mr. and Mrs. Brent Woodard
Mrs. Carolyn Woodsmall

Mr. and Mrs. Michael Wuller
Ms. Mary Wunderlich

Ms. Evelyn Yaeger

Takeshi Yoshimatsu, Ph.D.
Mrs. Marilyn Young

Ms. Mary Lou Young

Mr. Jerome L. Zeilman

Mr. W. Christopher Ziebold
Ms. Wendy Zimet

Mr. Paul Zuckerman

Some donors wish to remain anonymous.

Dr. Jessica Broodryk (right) shows a client
what a difference magnification can make.

Assistive Technology instruction with
JAWS.
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TRIBUTES IN MEMORY OF...

Mr. and Mrs. William Albers
Ms. Patricia Albers

Joann Marie Allen

Canine Companion Therapy Program

Kathy and Gregory Fisher
Ms. Judith Piazza

M. Leo Bohanon
Ms. Gloria Clayter

Ruth Buerman
Mr. and Mrs. John Buerman

Thomas Calza

Mr. and Mrs. Ross W. Abbott

Shari Barnish

Ms. Nancy Benesh

Mr. and Mrs. Bart Bieser

Mrs. Marcia Billhartz

Mr. and Mrs. Kenneth Blumberg

Mr. and Mrs. James Boczek

Ms. Linda Bohnenstiehl

Mr. and Mrs. Anthony Calza

Mr. and Mrs. Benjamin Campbell

Nancy Carminiti

Ms. Linda K. Coombs

Mary Ellen and Otto Daech

Mr. and Mrs. Jerry Dallape

Mr. and Mrs. Gary Dammer

Mr. and Mrs. Fred Dominick

Mr. and Mrs. David Engele

The Robert Nekola Family

Ms. Jeanne Fischer

Mr. Frank M. Scoggins, Jr. and
Ms. Michelle A. Grimm

Mr. Dale Lane and Ms. Dianne Grote

Mr. Bryan S. Kitley
Mr. and Mrs. Norbert Kniepp
Mr. and Mrs. William A. Lindsey

Mr. and Mrs. Gary Marco

Mr. and Mrs. Timothy D. McElligott
Mrs. Mary Muniz

Mr. and Mrs. Mark Nischwitz

Mr. Peter J. Poletti, Jr.

Mr. and Mrs. Rick Rainey

Mr. and Mrs. Peter C. Rozzell

Mr. and Mrs. Larry L. Shasteen
Ms. Sherry Skelton

Ms. Linda A. Spencer

Ms. Diane Stehman

Mr. and Mrs. Ronald G. Thompson

Maria Mayda Chamberlain
Dr. Maria Gonzalez-Mayda and
Mr. Mark Schulte

Sandra Clink
Ms. Erin Johnson

Charlotte Close
Ms. Patricia Close

Robert C. Drews and Leslie C. Drews
Ms. Pamela Breitberg

William Duggan
Mr. and Mrs. Richard Stull

Marla Bernbaum and Gennie Eachus
Mr. Patrick Reilly

Randy Fallinger
Ms. Vicki Weingand

Mary Lou Francin
Ms. Lori Francin

Martha Rees Whitelaw Freebersyser
Ms. Joan Hundelt
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TRIBUTES IN MEMORY OF... (CONT.)

Ellen Egan Galanis

Mr. and Mrs. John Bartholomew

Ms. Lisa Bearden

Drs. Gregg and Susan Berdy

Mr. and Mrs. Neil Billger

Ms. Nancy Blakely

Mrs. Barbara Bluestone

Ms. Elaine Breece

Ms. Lauren Beigle, The Diamond Bulldogs

Ms. Janet Clark

Mr. Kevin Cowhey

Dr. Roberta Crawford and Mr. Larry Crawford

Ms. Janet Dean

Mrs. Kathleen Demetsky

Mr. and Mrs. Michael Allan Desloge

Mr. and Mrs. Phillip Desloge

Mr. and Mrs. Tim Desloge

Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Egan

Mr. and Mrs. Rob Epstein

Selzman and O'Brien Families

Mr. and Mrs. Marshall Fey

Mr. Pius Thomas La Forest

Dr. and Mrs. Patrick Garrett

Ms. Joan Green

Ms. Marian Guenther

Ms. Mary Gonzales with Kris Gallina,
Kim Clyne, Felicia Hatcher, Linda Albanese,
Erika Wegman, David Hans

Mr. and Mrs. William J. Hardebeck

Mr. and Mrs. David M. Heimos

Ms. Alison Hogan

Ms. Claire Hotchkiss

Mr. and Mrs. Michael Isserman

Mr. and Mrs. Raymond Jankowski

Ms. Kate Johnston

Ms. Madeleine Kemp

Ms. Jo Ann Kindle

Ms. Carolyn Kindle

Mr. and Mrs. Douglas Landholt

Ms. Pamela Lee

Mr. and Mrs. James J. Lindeman

Mrs. Terri LORusso

Ms. Laurie Marshall

Ms. Laura Moehlman

Ms. Diana L. Moellering

Ms. Megan Monk

R. William Morris, M.D.

Ms. Tess Perica

Ms. Caroline Pope

The Retina Institute

Mr. and Mrs. David Rudolph

Ms. Kimberly Schultz

Dr. and Mrs. Sukhdev Seehra

Ms. Debra Smith

St. Louis Eye Surgery & Laser Center
Management Staff

Ms. Sheri Strauss

Mrs. Virginia A. Viehmann

Vollmar Family

Ms. Elizabeth Vollmar

Ms. Cathy Wisniewski

William Granville
Mr. John P. Bayless

Ted Greer
Mr. Evan Anderson

Norma Jean Gross
Ms. Debra Barbeau
Ms. Marilyn Davis

Lois Heineman
Mr. and Mrs. Corey Kilkelly

Patricia K. Herman
Mr. and Mrs. Jon Schnurbusch

Norma Balsman

Billie Houk
Mrs. Mary Hennicke
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TRIBUTES IN MEMORY OF... (CONT.)

Evelyn Housman
Mrs. Ruth Ann Carr

James Hudson
Mr. Joseph F. Kauffmann

Charles Kell
Mr. and Mrs. Larry Brown

Edward B. Kramer
Mrs. Marilynn F. Kramer

Bob Kuebler
Mark and Jackie Roesslein

Kelli Larson
Ms. Janet E. Thornburg

Carl H. Larson
Mr. Eric G. Larson

Sofiya Golynskaya
Luba Estrina

Kenneth W. Musbach
Mrs. Lindsey Brillo

Wayne Niemeyer
Mr. and Mrs. Donald Niemeyer

Ronald Oliphant
Mr. Gregory Oliphant
Ms. Annette Walton

Beverly Pericich
Mr. Charles E. Pericich

Don Phinney
Mr. Robert Phinney

Virgil A. Pinkley
Mrs. Frances Clare Pinkley

Mary Powers
Ms. Rosemary Baker
Ms. Charlotte Hrebec

Mary Repetto
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Wuller

Sudha Sagar
Dr. Satya Sagar

Eunice Stanfield
Mr. Errol W. Stanfield

Carol Ann Stieren

Mr. Greg Burrows

Mr. Matt Christ

Mr. and Mrs. Mark G. McDermott
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Ross

Mr. Mark Simmons

Rose Tomlinson
Mr. and Mrs. William H. Abbott
Mr. and Mrs. Richard C. Bradley, Jr.

Michael F. Wersching
Mr. and Mrs. Richard Wersching

Esther Lee Yaeger
Ms. Evelyn Yaeger
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TRIBUTES IN HONOR OF...

Nanci and James Bobrow
Mr. David C. Ekin and Ms. Roxann Mayros

Gerald Brooks
Mr. David C. Ekin and Ms. Roxann Mayros

Alice Conway
Ms. Shelley Lombardo
Joseph and Catherine Raybuck

Eugene A. Erker, Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. Eugene Erker, llI

Joanne Galanis
John C. Galanis, M.D.

Mary Jeanne Jankowski
John C. Galanis, M.D.

Bracha and Shmulik Kurtz
Ms. Alice J. Brown

Rose S. McCray
Dr. Julie F. McCray and Mr. Michael R. McCray

Sharon and Robert Mertzlufft
Mr. and Mrs. Alan Herzog

Bill Preiss
Ms. Dorothy A. McCalpin

Dr. Bradley T. Smith
Ms. Nancy Bolozky

Cynthia Stacker
Mr. Matthew Stacker

Baxter Swoboda
Mr. Benjamin Swoboda

Paul and Lori Tesser
Mr. and Mrs. Timothy Matson

Ginny Uhlenbrock
Ms. Jane Hanebrink

Brenda Wendling
Mr. David C. Ekin and Ms. Roxann Mayros

The Doctors of West County Ophthalmology
Ms. Molly Atkins
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IN GRATITUDE

We are grateful for the many gifts and grants that the St. Louis Society for the Blind
and Visually Impaired received throughout the year from individuals, businesses,
foundations, memorial and honorarium tributes, sponsorships, and legacy gifts such
as bequests. As a non-profit, health and human services organization, St. Louis
Society for the Blind and Visually Impaired depends upon private and public
support to meet our annual operating, capital and equipment needs. Every qift to
the St. Louis Society for the Blind and Visually Impaired makes a difference in the
accessibility and quality of programs and services that enhance independence,
empower individuals, and enrich the lives of our clients.

There are many ways to give and countless ways to make a difference
through your support of the Society.

For more information regarding charitable giving opportunities, please contact our
Office of Development at (314) 968-9000 or development@slsbvi.org.

Demonstrating screen magnification I CAN TECH peer group



2025 LEADERSHIP

OFFICERS

Elizabeth Kauffman, Chair

David Morris, Vice Chair

Pam Boone, Treasurer

Michael McKinnis, Assistant Treasurer
Kimberly White Drost, Secretary

Vyas Suresh, Assistant Secretary

MEMBERS

James Bobrow, MD
Joseph Brinker
Gerald Brooks

Alice Conway

Bing Dempewolf
Beverley Foster

John C. Galanis, MD
Humeyra Karacal, MD
Bob Neu

Merrica Schell
Bradley Smith, MD
Erin Cleary Sullivan, OD
Kenneth Tabb

Paul Tesser, MD, PhD
Doug Tracy

ADVISORY BOARD
Jo Anne Crider
Michael Donahoe, MD
Robert Feibel, MD
Juanita Hinshaw
Linda Rose

Ryan Whittington

EMERITUS STATUS
Marshall Hier, JD
John J. Purcell, Jr., MD

PRESIDENT AND CEO
Sharon Mertzlufft

MINORITY ADVISORY BOARD
Gerald Brooks, Chair
Bola Akande

Viswa Balaji
Beverley Foster
Carla Greene

David Morris

Merrica Schell
Jenetra Perry
Kenneth Tabb

Maria Tabb

Garey Watkins, MD

STAFF

Nancy Aikman

Kate Boland, OD
John Boyd, Il
Jessica Broodryk, OD
Mary Caldwell
Deborah Chase
Megan Connelly
Gina Cusac

Sheila EImore
Kathy Garcia
Emma Grady-Pawl
Carlos Griffin
Michelle Harrell

Ali Lambert
Jennifer Lauer, OTD
Rose Lawhorn
Mariko Lighthart
Mary Hulsey-Lupp
Justin Novak

Anita Perry

Judy Redlich

Julie Stanglein
Marie Walker
Maggie Womack Page 28
Deborah Zufan



FINANCIAL HIGHLIGHTS

Year Ended December 31, 2025

Revenues and Other Support

Other Programs and Services
$12,381 $439,636 - 11%

Investment Income Grants, Donations,
$2,056,419 - 51% Bequests,

and Other Fundraising
$1,532,523 - 38%

Total: $4,040,959

Operating Expenses

Programs
$1,452,427 - 70%

Total: $2,073,243
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Enhance Empower Enrich
Established 1911

St. Louis Society for the
Blind and Visually Impaired

8770 Manchester Road
St. Louis, Missouri 63144

(314) 968-9000

www.slsbvi.org

If you need the Impact Report in a different format,
please contact Mary Caldwell at 314-968-9000.

St. Louis Society for the Blind and Visually Impaired
is a nonprofit, 501(c)(3) tax-exempt organization.



